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Uddhava returns to Krishna with news from Vrindavana.
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Then he offered nice clothing, flowers and sandalwood pulp
in regular worship. All three of them were completely satisfied
by Akrura’s behaviour. Akrura then bowed down before
Krishna, putting his head on the ground. Then, placing
Krishna’s lotus feet on his lap, Akrura gently began to
massage them. Akrura’s eyes filled with tears of love for
Krishna, and he began to offer many wonderful prayers.

“My dear Akrura,” Krishna said when Akrura had finished,
“you are forever Our friend and well-wisher. You are always
ready to act for Our welfare. Kindly, therefore, go to
Hastinapura and see what arrangement has been made for
the Pandavas.” Krishna was anxious to know about the sons
of Pandu (who were all His devotees) because at a very young
age they had lost their father. Krishna continued: “l have heard
that after King Pandu’s death, his young sons—Yudhisthira,
Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva—along with their
widowed mother, have come under the charge of
Dhritarashtra, who is supposed to look after them as their
guardian. But | have also heard that Dhritarashtra is not only
blind from birth but also blind in his affection for his cruel son
Duryodhana. The five Pandavas are the sons of King Pandu,
but Dhritarashtra, due to Duryodhana’s plans and designs,
is not favourably disposed towards them. Kindly go and study
how Dhritarashtra is dealing with the Pandavas. On receipt
of your report, | shall consider how to help them.” In this way
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krishna, ordered Akrura
to go to Hastinapura, and then He returned home,
accompanied by Balarama and Uddhava.

* % %
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24. The ill-motivated Dhritarashtra

Thus ordered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
SriKrishna, Akrura visited Hastinapura, said to be the site
of what is now New Delhi. The part of New Delhi still known
as Indraprastha is accepted by people in general as the old
capital of the Pandavas. The name Hastinapura suggests
that the Pandavas kept many hastis, or elephants; in the
capital. Keeping elephants is very expensive; so to keep many
elephants meant that the kingdom was extremely wealthy.
Hastinapura, as Akrura saw when he reached it, was full of
elephants, horses, chariots and other opulences. At that time
the kings of Hastinapura ruled the whole world. Their fame
was widely spread throughout the entire kingdom, and their
administration was conducted under the good advice of
learned brahmanas.

After seeing the opulent capital city, Akrura met King
Dhritarashtra who was sitting with grandfather Bhishma.
After meeting them, he went to see Vidura and then Kunti,
Akrura’s cousin. One after another, he saw King Bahlika
and his son Somadatta, Dronacharya, Kripacharya, Karna
and Duryodhana. Then he saw the son of Dronacharya,
Ashvatthama, as well as the five Pandava brothers and other
friends and relatives living in the city. All the time Akrura
carefully studied the political situation so he would be able to
give Krishna a full report of how the Pandavas were being
treated. As it happened, Dhritarashtra was unlawfully
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occupying the throne after the death of King Pandu, despite
the presence of Pandu’s sons (the Pandavas). Akrura could
understand very well that the ill-motivated Dhritarashtra
favoured his own sons over those of his brother Pandu. In
fact, having stolen the kingdom, Dhritarashtra was now
planning to get rid of the five Pandava brothers altogether.
Akrura knew that all the sons of Dhritarashtra, headed by
Duryodhana, were crooked politicians. Dhritarashtra did not
act in accordance with the good instructions given by
Bhishma and Vidura; instead, he was acting under the bad
directions of such persons as Karna and Shakuni. Akrura
decided to stay in Hastinapura for a few months to study the
whole situation thoroughly.

Gradually Akrura learned from Kunti and Vidura that the
sons of Dhritarashtra were intolerant and envious of the five
Pandava brothers because of their extraordinary learning in
military science and their greatly developed bodily strength.
The Pandavas acted as truly chivalrous heroes, exhibited all
the good qualities of kshatriyas and were very responsible
princes, always thinking of the welfare of the citizens. Akrura
also learned that the envious sons of Dhritarashtra had tried
to kill the Pandavas by poisoning them.

Akrura happened to be one of the cousins of Kunti, the
mother of the five Pandava brothers; therefore when they
met she began to inquire about her relatives. She especially
inquired about Krishna and Balarama, her glorious nephews.

“Does Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
is very affectionate to His devotees, remember my sons?”
asked Kunti, “Does Balarama remember us?” Inside, Kunti
felt like a she-deer in the midst of hungry tigers. After the
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death of her husband, King Pandu, she was supposed to
take care of the five Pandava children, but the sons of
Dhritarashtra were always planning to kill them. Being a
devotee of Lord Krishna, she always thought of Him and
expected that one day Krishna would come and save them
from their dangerous position. She inquired from Akrura as
to whether Krishna was planning to come and advise her
sons on how to escape the sinister plotting of Dhritarashtra
and his sons. Talking with Akrura about all these affairs,
she felt helpless and exclaimed, “My dear Krishna, my dear
Krishna! You are the real well-wisher of the whole universe. |
am now grief-stricken with my five fatherless sons. | can
fully understand that, but for Your lotus feet, there is no shelter
or protection in this world. Please accept me as Your fully
surrendered devotee.”

Although Krishna was not present, Kunti offered her
prayers to Him as if she were seeing Him face to face. Krishna
does not have to be physically present everywhere since He
is actually present everywhere by His spiritual potency. When
Kunti was offering her prayers she could not check herself
and began to cry loudly before Akrura. Vidura was also
present, and both Akrura and Vidura began to solace her
by glorifying her five sons, namely Yudhishtira, Arjuna,
Bhima, Nakula and Sahadeva. They pacified her, saying
that her sons were extraordinarily powerful since they were
born of great devatas like Yamaraja, Indra and Vayu.

Akrura decided to return and report on the strained
circumstances in which he found Kunti and her five sons.
He first wanted to give good advice to Dhritarashtra, who
was so favourably inclined toward his own sons and so
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unfavourably inclined toward the Pandavas. When King
Dhritarashtra was sitting among friends and relatives, Akrura
began to address him:

“My dear son of Vichitravirya, you have unlawfully taken
the throne of the Pandavas. | beg to advise you that since
you are now in any case the ruler, please at least rule the
kingdom on moral and ethical principles. If you do so, and
treat everyone fairly, your name and fame will carry on
forever. Even if you do not allow the Pandavas to rule, then
at least think of their welfare as though they were your own
sons. But if you do not follow this principle, you will be
unpopular among your subjects, and in the next life you will
have to live in a hellish condition. | therefore hope you will
treat your sons and the sons of Pandu equally.”

“My dear Akrura,” Dhritarashtra replied, “you are very
charitable in giving me good instructions, but unfortunately |
cannot accept them even though | can see they are valuable.
Unfortunately, they do not stay in my flickering mind, just as
the glittering lightning in the sky does not stay fixed in a
cloud. I can understand only that no one can stop the onward
progress of the supreme will. | understand that the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krishna, has appeared in the family
of the Yadus to decrease the troublesome load on this earth.”

After hearing him speak, Akrura could clearly understand
that Dhritarashtra was not going to change his policy of
discriminating against the Pandavas in favour of his sons. He
at once took leave of his friends in Hastinapura and returned
to his home in the kingdom of the Yadus where he clearly
explained the whole situation to Lord Krishna and Balarama.

* % %
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25. Krishna Builds the Dwaraka Fort

Upon Kamsa’s death, his two wives, named Asthi and
Prapti, became widows. According to Vedic civilization, a
woman must always be protected, either by her father when
she is young, her husband when she is an adult, or by her
sons when she is widowed. Unfortunately Kamsa had no
grown-up sons. Therefore, after his wives became widows
they returned to the shelter of their father, King Jarasandha,
the lord of the Magadha province (known in these days as
Bihar). After reaching home, the two queens explained their
awkward position following Kamsa’s death. The King of
Magadha, Jarasandha, was mortified on hearing of the
pitiable condition of his daughters. When informed of the
death of Kamsa, Jarasandha decided on the spot that he
would rid the world of all the members of the Yadu dynasty.
He decided that since Krishna had killed Kamsa, the whole
dynasty of the Yadus should be killed.

Jarasandha began to make extensive arrangements to
attack the kingdom of Mathura with his massive armies,
consisting of many thousands of chariots, horses, elephants
and infantry soldiers. Jarasandha prepared thirteen
akshauhini military divisions, each one consisting of 21,870
chariots, 21,870 elephants, 109,650 infantry-men and
65,600 cavalry. With these he then attacked the capital of
the Yadu kings, Mathura, surrounding it from all directions.
Sri Krishna saw the immense strength of Jarasandha, which
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appeared like an ocean about to cover a beach at any
moment. He also saw that the inhabitants of Mathura were
overwhelmed with fear, so Krishna considered carefully what
should be done. The full military strength of Jarasandha had
appeared before Krishna, and He decided that He would Kill
the lot. While Lord Krishna was thinking in that way, two
beautiful chariots fully equipped with drivers, weapons, flags
and other paraphernalia arrived from outer space for Him
and Balarama. These chariots were marked with pictures of
Garuda and palm trees.

After equipping Themselves with armour, Krishna and
Balarama then mounted Their chariots and, accompanied
by a small army, rode out of the city gates blowing Their
conchshells. Although the other party was equipped with far
greater military strength, when they heard the vibration of
Krishna’s conchshell, their hearts were shaken. When
Jarasandha saw Balarama and Krishna, he became
somewhat compassionate since They were his grandsons.
Even so he still addressed Krishna as “the lowest among
men.”

“It will be a great dishonour for me to fight with boys like
Krishna and Balarama.” Jarasandha said, and then criticized
Krishna for not even being a kshatriya, since He was raised
by Maharaja Nanda who was a vaishya. Next he turned
toward Balarama and addressed Him: “You, Balarama! If
You like You can fight along with Him, and if You have patience,
then You can wait to be killed by my arrows and be promoted
to heaven.” It is stated in the Bhagavad-gita that a kshatriya
can benefit in either of two ways while fighting. If a kshatriya
gains victory in the fight, he enjoys the results of victory, but
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even if killed he is promoted to the heavenly kingdom.

After hearing Jarasandha speak in that way, Krishna
answered:

“My dear King Jarasandha, heroes do not talk much.
Rather, they practically show their prowess through their
actions. Because you are talking a great deal, it appears
that you are assured of your death in this battle. We do not
care to hear you any longer, for it is useless to hear the words
of a person who is going to die.”

Jarasandha then surrounded Krishna from all sides with
great military strength. As the sun appears covered by cloudy
air and dust, Krishna, the supreme sun, was covered by the
military strength of Jarasandha. The women of Mathura all
stood on the tops of the houses, palaces and gates to see
the wonderful fight, but when Krishna’s chariot was
surrounded by Jarasandha’s military force and was no longer
visible to them; they were so frightened that some of them
fainted. Krishna saw He was surrounded and that His small
army of soldiers was being harassed, so He took up His
bow, named Sharanga. Krishna took His arrows from their
quiver, and one after another He set them on His bowstring
and shot them toward the enemy. They were so accurate
that the elephants, horses and infantry soldiers of
Jarasandha were all quickly killed.

The incessant arrows shot by Krishna appeared like a
whirlwind of blazing fire killing all the military strength of
Jarasandha. As Krishna released His arrows, all the
elephants and horses gradually began to fall, their heads
severed from their bodies. The chariots were toppled also,
along with their flags, fighters and drivers. Almost all the




94 Mathuranatha Krishna
L e e el

infantry soldiers fell on the field of battle, their heads, hands
and legs cut off. In this way, many thousands of elephants,
horses and men were killed, and their blood flowed just like
the waves of a river. In that river, the severed arms of men
appeared like snakes and their heads like tortoises. The dead
bodies of the elephants appeared like small islands, and the
dead horses appeared like sharks. The hands and legs of
the infantry soldiers floated just like different kinds of fish,
the hair of the soldiers floated like seaweed and moss, and
the floating bows of the soldiers resembled waves of the river.
And all the jewellery from the bodies of the soldiers and
commanders seemed like many pebbles flowing down the
river of blood.

Lord Balarama, who is also known as Sankarshana,
began to fight with His club in such a heroic way that the
river of blood created by Krishna over-flooded. Although
Jarasandha was equipped with a vast ocean of military
strength, the fighting of Lord Krishna and Balarama
converted the whole situation into a ghastly scene far beyond
ordinary warfare. Eventually by the inconceivable strength
of Krishna and Balarama, all of Jarasandha’s soldiers were
lying dead on the battlefield leaving him completely alone
and extremely depressed. Sri Balarama arrested Jarasandha
straight away, but while He was binding him with ropes,
Lord Krishna, with a greater plan in mind for the future, asked
Lord Balarama to let him go. As a great fighting hero,
Jarasandha was ashamed, and he decided that he would
no longer live as a king but would resign from his position
and go to the forest as a mendicant. However, as he was
returning home with other royal friends they advised him not
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to retire but to regroup and fight Krishna again in the near
future. Although Krishna’s army was tiny in comparison to
Jarasandha’s, not a single man was lost, whereas all of
Jarasandha’s men were killed, and the King had to return
home in shame.

The denizens of heaven offered their respects by chanting
in glorification of the Lord and showering Him with flowers.
Lord Krishna returned to the nicely decorated city of Mathura
in a festive mood and He and Balarama presented King
Ugrasena with all the booty that had been collected from the
battlefield.

Encouraged by his advisers, Jarasandha, the King of
Magadha, besieged the city of Mathura not only once, but
seventeen more times in the same way, equipped each time
with the same number of military divisions. Each and every
time, he was defeated and all his soldiers were killed by
Krishna, and each time he had to return home disappointed.
Each time, the princely order of the Yadu dynasty arrested
Jarasandha in the same way and again released himin an
insulting manner, and each time Jarasandha shamelessly
returned home.

While Jarasandha was attempting his eighteenth attack,
a Yavana king somewhere to the south of Mathura became
attracted by the opulence of the Yadu dynasty and also
attacked the city. It is said that this King of the Yavanas,
known as Kalayavana, was persuaded to attack by Narada
Muni. When Mathura was thus besieged once again, Lord
Sri Krishna began to consider, in consultation with Balarama,
how much the Yadu dynasty was in distress, being
threatened by the attacks of two formidable enemies,
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Jarasandha and Kalayavana. Time was growing short.
Kalayavana was already besieging Mathura from all sides,
and it was expected that the day after next, Jarasandha
would also come, equipped with the same number of divisions
of soldiers as in his previous seventeen attempts. Krishna
was certain that Jarasandha would take advantage of the
opportunity to capture Mathura when it was also being
besieged by Kalayavana. If both Krishna and Balarama were
engaged in fighting with Kalayavana in one place,
Jarasandha might come from another direction to attack the
whole Yadu family. Having been defeated seventeen times,
Jarasandha might vengefully kill the members of the Yadu
family or arrest them and take them to his kingdom. Krishna
therefore decided to construct a formidable fort to keep His
relatives safe, and so freeing Him to fight the enemy. In
Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated that Krishna constructed
the fort in the sea off the coast of Dwaraka. (The remains of
Krishna’s fort still exist in the Bay of Dwaraka).

Krishna first constructed a strong wall covering ninety-
six square miles, all within the sea. It was planned and
constructed by Vishvakarma, the architect of the devatas,
since no ordinary architect could construct such a fort within
the sea. It is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam that this city
had regular roads, streets and lanes. There were also well-
planned parks and gardens filled with plants known as
kalpa-vrikshas, or desire trees. The city was also filled with
many palaces and high gopuras, or ornate gates, constructed
with fine artistic skill. Such palaces and gates held golden
kalashas. These kalashas are considered auspicious signs.
Almost all the palaces were as tall as skyscrapers. In each
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and every house there were underground rooms containing
big gold and silver pots for stocking grain. The bedrooms
were all decorated with jewels, and the floors were mosaic
pavements of marakata jewels (emeralds). The Vishnu Deity,
worshiped by the descendants of Yadu, was installed in each
house in the city. The residential quarters were so arranged
that the different castes—brahmanas, kshatriyas, vaishyas
and shudras—had their respective quarters. In the centre
of the city was a residence made specifically for King
Ugrasena. This was the most dazzling of all the houses.

When the devata Indra saw that Krishna was constructing
a particular city of His own choice, he sent the celebrated
parijata tree of the heavenly planets to be planted in the
new city, and he also sent a parliamentary house called
Sudharma. The specific quality of this assembly house was
that anyone participating in a meeting within it would
overcome the influence of old age. The devata Varuna
presented a horse, which was all white except for black ears
and which could run at the speed of the mind.

There are thirty-three million devatas, each entrusted with
a particular department of universal management. All the
devatas assisted the Supreme Personality of Godhead by
offering such amazing gifts, making the city of Dwaraka
unique within the universe. This example of serving Krishna
according to one’s individual ability should be followed by
everyone.

When the new city was fully constructed according to
plan, Krishna transferred to it all the inhabitants of Mathura
and installed Sri Balarama as the city father. After this He
consulted with Balarama and, being garlanded with lotus
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flowers but carrying no weapons, He came out of the city to

meet Kalayavana, who had already surrounded the walls.
* % %
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26. The Deliverance of Muchukunda

When Krishna came out of the city, Kalayavana, who had
never seen Him before, thought He looked extraordinarily
beautiful. Passing through the assembly of soldiers, Krishna
appeared like the moon in the sky passing through the clouds.
Kalayavana saw Him, however, in His Vishnu form, with a
well-built body, four hands, and eyes like the petals of a newly
blooming lotus. Krishna appeared blissful, with a handsome
forehead and beautiful smiling face, restless eyebrows and
moving earrings. Kalayavana was astonished to see Krishna
passing through his army without any weapon or even a
chariot. He was simply walking on foot so Kalayavana
decided to capture Him and fight. Krishna, however, went
ahead without looking at Kalayavana. Kalayavana followed
Him but, in spite of running swiftly, he could not keep up with
Him. Kalayavana began running very fast, thinking, “Now |
am nearer; | will capture Him,” but he could not. Krishna
always stayed the same distance ahead of him no matter
how fast he ran. Krishna led him far away and entered the
cave of a hill. When Kalayavana saw Krishna entering the
cave he assumed He was trying to avoid fighting.

“O Krishna!” he called out scathingly, “I heard that You
are a great hero born in the Yadu dynasty, but now | see
that You are running away like a coward. This behaviour is
not worthy of Your good name and family tradition.”
Kalayavana was following, running very fast, but still he could
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not catch Krishna.

Kalayavana followed Krishna into the mouth of the dark
cave, chastising Him all the time with harsh words. Krishna
disappeared from the demon’s sight, but as Kalayavana
entered the cave, the first thing he saw was a man lying
down sleeping. Kalayavana kicked the sleeping man hard,
thinking him to be Krishna. The sleeping man had been lying
down for a very long time and was formerly a great king
named Muchukunda. Muchukunda woke up as soon as he
was kicked and began to look around in all directions, furious
at being disturbed in such a way. At last he saw Kalayavana
standing nearby, and in his angry mood rays of fire emanated
from his eyes, burning the demon Kalayavana instantly to
ashes. As the demon’s remains smouldered, Muchukunda
looked up to see Lord Krishna in His beautiful four armed
Vishnu form.

When King Muchukunda saw Krishna’s magnificent
features, he wondered about His identity, and with great
humility he asked the Lord:

“My dear Lord, may | inquire how it is that You happened
to be in the cave of this mountain? Who are You? Let me first
tell you my story. My name is Muchukunda. My father’s name
was Mandhata, and my grandfather was the great king
Yuvanashva. | was very fatigued due to not resting for many
thousands of years. To revive my energy, | was taking rest
in this solitary cave, but | have been awakened by some
unknown man who has forced me to wake up. | had the
benediction that | could burn up anyone who disturbed my
sleep, simply by glancing over him. Fortunately, now | can
see You in this grand and beautiful feature. | think, therefore,
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that You are the cause of my Kkilling this person. | can
understand that You should be worshipped by all living
entities.”

Seeing King Muchukunda eager to know about His
identity, Lord Krishna answered smilingly as follows:

“My dear King, it is practically impossible to know
everything about My birth, appearance, disappearance and
activities. Perhaps you know that My incarnation Anantadeva
has unlimited mouths, and for an unlimited time He has been
trying to fully narrate the details of My name, fame, qualities,
activities, appearance, disappearance and incarnations, but
still He has not been able to finish. You may also know that
the demon that was present before you also acted as My
enemy, and you have kindly burned him to ashes. My dear
King Muchukunda, in your previous life you acted as My great
devotee and prayed for My causeless mercy. My dear King,
now you may ask from Me anything you wish, and | am
prepared to fulfil your every desire.”

The King was joyful at Krishna’s offer and said: “My dear
Lord, | have been falsely proud of being a King with great
riches, power and opulence, but now | can see that my life
had no real value since my position and possessions were
alltemporary. Therefore | pray that | may simply be engaged
in rendering transcendental loving service to Your lotus feet
for ever more, life after life.”

“My dear King,” Krishna replied, “I offered to give you
any kind of benediction just to test how much you have
advanced in devotional service. Now | can see that you are
on the platform of the pure devotees, for your mind is not
disturbed by any of the greedy or lusty desires of this material
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world. | therefore give you the special benediction that you
will always think of Me, and so will be able to pass through
this material world freely, without being contaminated by the
material qualities.”

This statement by the Lord confirms that a person in true
Krishna consciousness, engaged in the transcendental
loving service of the Lord under the direction of the spiritual
master, can never be affected by material qualities such as
lust and greed.

“My dear King,” the Lord continued, “because you are a
kshatriya, you have committed the offence of slaughtering
animals, both in hunting and in political engagements. To
become purified, just engage yourself in the practice of bhakti-
yoga and always keep your mind absorbed in Me. Very soon
you will be freed from all reactions to such sordid activities.”

It appears that although kshatriyas are allowed to Kill
animals such as lions, deer and tigers in order to hone their
fighting skills, they are not freed from the resultant sinful
reactions. Therefore whether one is a kshatriya, vaishya or
brahmana, everyone is recommended to engage himself
completely in the service of the Lord, and thus become freed
from all sinful reactions. The Lord then assured King
Muchukunda:

“In your next life you will take your birth as a first-class
devotee of Krishna (Vaishnava), the best of brahmanas, and
in that life your only business will be to engage yourself in
My transcendental service.”

There is a misconception that the term Vaishnava applies
only to a small group or sect of brahmanas, whereas it is in
fact a universal, scientific term for anyone who accepts
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Krishna or Vishnu as their supreme authority. According to
the Vedas there have been Vaishnavas living throughout the
universe since the beginning of creation. A Vaishnava is, by
definition, completely engaged in the highest welfare activity
for the benefit of all living entities. The highest welfare is
undoubtedly the preaching of Krishna consciousness, since
that is the only process by which the living entities can
escape all suffering.

* % %
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27. Krishna, the Ranachora

After being favoured by Lord Krishna, Muchukunda
respectfully circled the Lord within the cave and then came
out. On leaving the cave Muchukunda was amazed to see
that, during the thousands of years he had spent sleeping,
the human species had been reduced to pygmies, compared
with the size they had once been. Similarly, he saw that
trees had also been greatly reduced in size, and Muchukunda
could immediately understand that the current age was Kali-
yuga. Therefore, without diverting his attention, he began to
travel north. Eventually he reached the mountain known as
Gandhamadana, where there were many trees, such as
sandalwood, whose fragrance made anyone who reached
them joyful. He decided to remain in that Gandhamadana
Mountain region to execute austerities and penances for the
rest of his life. This place, which still exists in the
northernmost part of the Himalayan Mountains, is called
Badarikashrama. It was here that Muchukunda engaged
himself in the worship of Lord Krishna.

Lord Krishna then returned to fight with the soldiers of
Kalayavana, and He soon single-handedly killed them all,
one after another. After this, He collected all the booty from
the dead bodies, and under His direction it was loaded on
bullock carts and brought back to Dwaraka. Meanwhile,
Jarasandha again attacked, only this time with a far larger
force numbering twenty-three akshauhini divisions. Sri
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Krishna wanted to save the kingdom from this eighteenth
attack, but to prevent further killing of soldiers and to attend
to other important business, He left the battlefield without
fighting and proceeded for a considerable distance on foot.

This time, Jarasandha really thought that Krishna and
Balarama were afraid of His military strength and were fleeing
the battlefield in fear. He followed Them with all his chariots,
horses and infantry, thinking them to be ordinary human
beings. Krishna is known as Ranachora, which means “one
who has left the battlefield.” Ordinarily, if a king leaves the
battlefield without fighting he is called a coward, but when
Krishna enacts this pastime He is worshiped by the devotees.
Krishna, the Ranachoraji, left the battlefield not because He
was afraid but because He had some other purpose. The
purpose, as it will be revealed, was to attend to a confidential
letter sent by His wife Rukmini. Krishna’s leaving the
battlefield is a display of one of His six opulences, that of
renunciation, since He could easily have destroyed that vast
military force, single-handedly.

After traversing a very long distance, the brothers climbed
up Mount Pravarsana which is many miles above the sea
level. On this mountain it rained constantly, for the peak was
always covered with clouds sent by Indra. Jarasandha
thought that the two brothers had hidden Themselves at the
top of the mountain out of fear. First he tried to find Them,
searching for a long time, but when he failed he decided to
trap and kill Them by setting fires around the peak. As the
fire spread more and more, Krishna and Balarama jumped
from the top of the mountain down to the ground—a distance
of eighty-eight miles. Thus, while the peak was burning up,
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Krishna and Balarama escaped; unseen by Jarasandha or
his men. Jarasandha concluded that the two brothers had
burned to ashes and that there was no need of further
fighting. Thinking himself successful in his efforts, he left
and returned to his home in the kingdom of Magadha. Having
escaped unscathed, Krishna and Balarama reached the city

of Dwaraka, which was surrounded by the sea.
* % %
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28. Rukmini’s Message

The King of Vidarbha, Maharaja Bhishmaka, was a highly
qualified and devoted monarch. He had five sons and only
one daughter called Rukmini. She was beautiful and chaste
and would always take the opportunity to speak with the
many saintly persons and sages like Narada Muni, who used
to visit her father’s palace. In this way she obtained
information about Krishna. She was informed about the six
opulences of Krishna, and simply by hearing about Him she
desired to surrender herself fully to His lotus feet and become
His wife. Krishna had also heard of Rukmini. She was the
reservoir of all transcendental qualities: intelligence,
auspicious physical features, liberal-mindedness, exquisite
beauty and righteous behaviour. Krishna therefore decided
that she was fit to be His wife.

All the relatives of King Bhishmaka decided that Rukmini
should be given in marriage to Krishna. But her elder brother
Rukmi, despite the desire of the others, arranged for her
marriage with Shishupala, a determined enemy of Krishna.
When the black-eyed, beautiful Rukmini heard of the
settlement arranged by her brother, she became morose.
However, being a king’s daughter, she understood political
diplomacy and decided that there was no use in simply being
gloomy. Some steps should be taken urgently. After some
thought she decided to send a message to Krishna and so
she selected a qualified brahmana for the job. A qualified,
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truthful brahmana would never mislead her since he would
be a devotee of Vishnu, so without delay she sent him to
Dwaraka with her message.

Reaching the gate of Dwaraka, the brahmana informed
the doorkeeper of his arrival, and the doorkeeper led him to
the place where Krishna was sitting on a golden throne. A
brahmanais the spiritual teacher of all the social divisions,
so in order to teach everyone the Vedic etiquette of how to
respect a brahmana, Lord Sri Krishna immediately got up
and offered him His throne. When the brahmana was seated
on the golden throne, Lord Sri Krishna began to worship
him exactly as the devatas worship Him. In this way, He
taught everyone that worshiping His pure devotee is more
valuable than worshiping Him.

In due time, the brahmana took his bath, accepted his
meals and lay down to rest on a bedstead covered with soft
silk. As he was resting, Lord Sri Krishna silently approached
and, with great respect, put the brahmana’s legs on His lap
and began to massage them. After Krishna had offered the
brahmana some instruction, the brahmana started to explain
exactly why he had been sent. He got out the letter Rukmini
had written to Krishna and said:

“These are the words of Princess Rukmini: 'My dear
Krishna, O infallible and most beautiful one, | may be
shameless in expressing myself to You so directly, but You
have taken my heart. You may doubt my steadiness of
character, since how could an unmarried young girl like me
approach You without any shame? But any girl would desire
to marry You, being captivated by Your unprecedented
character, knowledge, opulence and position. | therefore
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request You to accept me as Your wife. | request You to
urgently take care of me before | am taken away by
Shishupala and other princes like him. Please come here
and catch hold of my hand so that | shall not be touched by
Shishupala and his company.””

Rukmini’s marriage with Shishupala was already settled;
therefore she suggested that Krishna kidnap her so that this
might be changed. This sort of marriage, in which the girlis
kidnapped by force, is known as rakshasa and is practiced
among kshatriyas, or men with an administrative, martial
spirit. Because her marriage was already arranged to take
place the next day, Rukmini suggested that Krishna come
there in disguise to kidnap her and then fight with Shishupala
and his allies like the King of Magadha.

Rukmini told Krishna not to be concerned that the fighting
would take place within the palace and that many of her
family members, including other women, might thus be
wounded or even killed. She explained that it was the custom
of her family to visit the temple of goddess Durga, their family
deity, before a marriage. To avoid the unnecessary killing of
her relatives, Rukmini suggested that it would be easiest for
Him to kidnap her while she was either going from the palace
to the temple or else returning home.

After relaying Rukmini-devi’s statement to Krishna, the
brahmana said:

“My dear Krishna, chief of the Yadu dynasty, | have
brought this confidential message for Your consideration. Of
course You may act as You please, but if You want to do
something, You should do it now since time is running out.”
Lord Krishna was very pleased with Rukmini’s message. He
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shook hands with the brahmana and said:

“My dear brahmana, | am so glad to hear that Rukmini is
anxious to marry Me, since | am also anxious for her hand.
My mind is always absorbed in thoughts of the daughter of
Bhishmaka, and sometimes | cannot sleep at night thinking
of her. | can understand that the marriage of Rukmini with
Shishupala has been arranged by her elder brother in a
spirit of animosity toward Me; so | am determined to give a

good lesson to all these princes.”
* % %
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29. Krishna Kidnaps Rukmini

Once Krishna learnt the specific date of Rukmini’s
marriage He was anxious to leave immediately. He asked
His driver, Daruka, to harness the horses for His chariot
and prepare to go to the kingdom of Vidarbha, where Rukmini
lived. The names and descriptions of Krishna'’s four special
horses are mentioned in the Padma Purana. The first one
was greenish; the second greyish like ice; the third was the
colour of a new cloud; and the last was ashen. When the
horses were yoked and the chariot was ready to go, Krishna
helped the brahmana up and gave him a seat by His side.
They started from Dwaraka with great haste and within one
night arrived at the province of Vidarbha. The kingdom of
Dwaraka is situated in the western part of India, and
Vidarbha is to the north. They are separated by a distance
of not less than one thousand miles, but the horses were so
fast that they reached their destination, a town called
Kundina, within twelve hours.

King Bhishmaka was not enthusiastic about handing his
daughter over to Shishupala, but he was obliged to accept
the marriage settlement due to his affectionate attachment
for his eldest son, who had negotiated it. As a matter of duty
the King had the whole city decorated, trying his best to
make the wedding a success. Water was sprinkled all over
the streets, and the city was completely cleansed. The roads
of Kundina were arranged with coloured flags and festoons,
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and gates were constructed at particular crossings. The
beauty of the city was enhanced by the inhabitants, both
men and women, who were dressed in fresh, washed clothes
and decorated with sandalwood pulp, pearl necklaces and
flower garlands. Incense burned everywhere, and fragrances
scented the air. Priests and brahmanas were sumptuously
fed and, according to ritualistic ceremony, were given sufficient
wealth and cows in charity. In this way, they were engaged
in chanting Vedic hymns. The King’s daughter, Rukmini, was
exquisitely beautiful. She was spotlessly clean and had
beautiful teeth. The auspicious sacred thread was tied on
her wrist. She was given various types of jewellery to wear
and long silken cloth to cover her body. Learned priests gave
her protection by chanting mantras from the Sama Veda,
Rig Veda and Yajur Veda.

Damaghosha, Shishupala’s father, thought that if Krishna
came to disturb the marriage ceremony, he would certainly
cut Him down with his military power. Therefore, after
performing various auspicious ceremonies, Damaghosha
gathered his military divisions. When King Bhishmaka
learned that Damaghosha and his party were arriving, he
left the city to receive them. Outside the city gate were many
gardens where guests were welcome to stay. In the Vedic
system of marriage, the bride’s father receives the large party
of the bridegroom and accommodates them in a suitable
place for two or three days until the marriage ceremony is
performed. The party led by Damaghosha contained
thousands of men, amongst whom were prominent kings and
personalities like Jarasandha, Dantavakra and Viduratha.
It was an open secret that Rukmini was meant to marry
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Krishna but that her elder brother Rukmi had arranged her
marriage to Shishupala. There was also a rumour going
around that Rukmini had sent a messenger to Krishna;
therefore the soldiers suspected that He might cause a
disturbance by attempting to kidnap her. Even though they
were not without fear, they were all prepared to give Krishna
a good fight to prevent the girl from being taken away.

Sri Balarama received the news that Krishna had left for
Kundina accompanied only by a brahmana, and that
Shishupala was there with a large number of soldiers.
Balarama suspected that they would attack Krishna, and
thus out of great affection for His brother He took strong
military divisions of chariots, infantry, horses and elephants
and set off for Kundina too.

Meanwhile, inside the palace, Rukmini had been
expecting Krishna to arrive; but when neither He nor the
brahmana messenger appeared, she was full of anxiety and
began to think herself most unfortunate. She thought that
perhaps Krishna had found reason to reject her fair proposal.
As aresult, the brahmana might have become disappointed
and not come back. Although she was thinking of various
causes for the delay, she still expected them both at any
moment.

While Rukmini was in such deep thought, auspicious
symptoms appeared in different parts of her body. Trembling
began to occur in her left eyelid, arm and thigh. When
trembling occurs in these parts of the body, it is an auspicious
sign indicating that something beneficial can be expected.
Just then Rukmini saw the brahmana messenger
approaching. As the Supersoul of all living beings, Krishna
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could understand Rukmini’s anxiety; therefore He sent the
brahmana inside the palace to let her know that He had
arrived. When Rukmini saw the brahmana, she could
understand the auspicious trembling of her body and became
instantly elated. She smiled and inquired as to whether
Krishna had already come. The brahmana replied that the
son of the Yadu dynasty, Sri Krishna, had arrived; he further
encouraged her by saying that Krishna had promised to carry
her away without fail. Rukmini was so excited by the
brahmana’s message that she wanted to give him everything
she possessed in charity. However, finding nothing suitable
to hand, she simply offered him her respectful obeisances.

When King Bhishmaka heard that Krishna and Balarama
had come, he invited Them to see the marriage ceremony of
his daughter. He quickly arranged to receive Them, along
with Their soldiers, in a suitable house with a garden. As
was the Vedic custom, the King offered Krishna and Balarama
honey and fresh, washed clothes. Out of curiosity and
eagerness, the people of Kundina came to see for themselves
the exquisite beauty of Krishna and Balarama. With tearful
eyes, they offered Them their silent respects. They all
considered Lord Krishna a far more suitable match for
Rukmini.

As Rukmini proceeded toward the temple, thinking only
of Krishna, she was silent and grave. Her mother and her
girlfriends were by her side with the wife of a brahmanain
the centre; surrounding her were royal bodyguards. Although
Rukmini was going to the temple of a devata (Durga) she
was fully aware that only less intelligent people worship such
personalities. This is because they can only offer temporary
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Krishna kidnaps Princess Rukmini before her Svayamvara.



116 Mathuranatha Krishna
L e e el

benefits that are incomparable with the eternal benefits
gained through worshipping the Supreme Lord Krishna. As
she came before the deity, Rukmini prayed that she could
have Krishna as her husband. Then she caught hold of the
hand of one of her girlfriends and left the temple in the
company of the others.

All the princes and visitors who came to Kundina for the
marriage had assembled outside the temple to see Rukmini.
The princes were especially eager to see her because they
all thought that somehow there was a chance they might
have Rukmini as their wife. Although the princes gazed upon
Rukmini’'s beautiful features, she was not at all proud. Her
eyes moved restlessly, and when she smiled very simply,
like an innocent girl, her teeth appeared just like pure white
jasmine buds. Expecting Krishna to take her away at any
moment, she proceeded slowly towards her home, her ankle
bells tinkling mildly.

The princes were so overwhelmed by Rukmini’s beauty
that they almost became unconscious and fell from their
horses and elephants. Rukmini, however, was not interested
in any of them; in her heart she was simply expecting Krishna
to come and carry her away. As she was adjusting the
ornaments on a finger of her left hand, she happened to
look upon the princes and suddenly saw that Krishna was
present amongst them. Although Rukmini had never seen
Krishna before, she was always thinking of Him; thus she
had no difficulty recognizing Him. Krishna, unconcerned with
the other princes, quickly took the opportunity to place Rukmini
on His chariot, marked by a flag bearing an image of Garuda.
He then proceeded slowly, without fear, taking Rukmini away
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exactly as a lion takes a deer from the midst of jackals.
Meanwhile, Balarama appeared on the scene with the
powerful soldiers of the Yadu dynasty just at the right time.

Jarasandha, who had experienced defeat by Krishna
many times, roared:

“How is this? Krishna is taking Rukmini away from us
without opposition! What is the use of our being chivalrous
fighters with arrows? My dear princes, just look! We are losing
our reputation. He is just like a jackal taking booty from a
lion.”

* k%
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30. Krishna Defeats all the Princes

Jarasandha and all the other princes were very angry at
Krishna'’s kidnapping of Rukmini. Struck by Rukmini’s beauty,
they had all fallen off their horses and elephants, but now
they began to stand up and properly arm themselves. Picking
up their bows and arrows, they chased Krishna on their
chariots, horses and elephants. To check their progress,
the soldiers of the Yadu dynasty turned and faced them and
a terrible fight began between the two armies. The princes
opposing Krishna, led by Jarasandha, were all expert in
fighting and shot their arrows at the Yadu soldiers just as a
cloud splashes the face of a mountain with torrents of rain.

Seated by Krishna’s side, Rukmini saw arrows raining
from the opposing army onto the Yadu soldiers. In fear she
looked at Krishna'’s face, expressing her gratitude that He
had taken such a great risk just for her sake. She appeared
sorry, and Krishna, who understood her mind, encouraged
her:

“My dear Rukmini, don’t worry. Please rest assured that
the soldiers of the Yadu dynasty will kill all the opposing
soldiers without delay.”

As Krishna was speaking with Rukmini, the commanders
of the Yadu dynasty’s soldiers, headed by Lord Balarama,
began to strike the opposing side’s horses, elephants and
chariots with arrows, forcing the princes and soldiers of the
enemy to fall to the ground. Within a short time, millions of
severed heads, decorated with helmets and earrings, had
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fallen on the battlefield. The soldiers’ hands were severed
along with their bows and arrows and clubs; arms were piled
upon arms, thighs upon thighs, and horses upon horses.
Similarly, other animals, such as camels, elephants and
asses, as well as infantry soldiers all fell with severed heads.

When the enemy, headed by Jarasandha, found that they
were being defeated by the soldiers of Krishna, they thought
it unwise to lose any more men just for Shishupala’s sake.
The proper thing would have been for Shishupala himself to
have rescued Rukmini from the hands of Krishna, but when
the soldiers saw he was not competent to fight, they decided
to disperse.

Some of the princes, as a matter of etiquette, came to
speak to Shishupala when they saw how discouraged he
was. Thus Shishupala, instead of marrying Rukmini, had to
be satisfied with the flattering words of his friends, and he
returned home in disappointment. The whole embarrassing
defeat was due to the envious nature of Rukmini’s elder
brother Rukmi. Rukmi was frustrated that his sister had been
forcibly taken away by Krishna after he had planned for her
to marry his good friend Shishupala. So after Shishupala
returned home, Rukmi became determined to personally teach
Krishna a lesson. He called for his own soldiers—a military
division consisting of several thousand elephants, horses,
chariots and infantry—and he began to follow Krishna to
Dwaraka. He presented himself as a big commander and
vowed before all the princes:

“Unless | kill Krishna in the fight and bring back my sister
from His clutches, | shall not return to my capital city, Kundina.
| make this vow before you all, and you will see that | shall
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fuffill it.” After these boasting words, Rukmi stepped onto his
chariot and told his driver to pursue Krishna.

“l want to fight with Him now,” he said. “This cowherd
boy has become proud of His tricky way of fighting, but today
| shall teach Him a good lesson.” In great stupidity, he soon
stood before Krishna, telling Him repeatedly, “Stop for a
minute and fight with me!” After saying this he drew his bow
and directly shot three forceful arrows against Krishna’s
body. Then he condemned Krishna as the most abominable
descendant of the Yadu dynasty. “You are carrying away
my sister just like a crow stealing clarified butter meant for
use in a sacrifice. You are proud of Your military strength, but
You cannot fight according to proper rules. Now | shall relieve
You of Your false prestige. You can keep my sister in Your
possession only until | beat You to the ground for good with
my arrows.”

After hearing all these crazy words from Rukmi, Lord
Krishna instantly shot an arrow that severed the string of
Rukmi’s bow, making him unable to use another arrow. Rukmi
quickly took another bow and shot another five arrows at
Krishna. Being attacked for the second time, Krishna again
severed Rukmi’s bowstring. Rukmi took a third bow, and
Krishna again cut its string. This time, to teach Rukmi a
lesson, Krishna shot fourteen arrows at him, killing his four
horses, the chariot driver and chopping off the upper portion
of his chariot. Having run out of arrows Rukmi then took out
his sword, shield, tridents, lances and similar weapons used
for fighting hand to hand, but Krishna immediately broke
them all to pieces with another flurry of powerful and deadly
accurate arrows. Being repeatedly thwarted in his attempts,
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Rukmi took another sword and ran swiftly toward Krishna,
just as a fly proceeds toward a fire. But as soon as Rukmi
reached Krishna, Krishna cut his weapon to pieces. This
time Krishna took out His own sharp sword and was about
to kill Rukmi when Rukmini fell down at His lotus feet and
pleaded for her brother’s life. At Rukmini’s pleading, Lord
Krishna agreed not to kill the foolish Rukmi. At the same
time, He wanted to give him some light punishment, so He
tied him up with a piece of cloth and snipped at his moustache,
beard and hair, keeping some patches here and there and
thus making him look quite silly.

While Krishna was dealing with Rukmi in this way, the
soldiers of the Yadu dynasty, commanded by Balarama,
broke Rukmi’s army just as an elephant discards the feeble
stem of a lotus flower. When the commanders of the Yadu
dynasty came back to see Krishna, they were all surprised
to see the condition of Rukmi. Lord Balarama became
especially compassionate for His sister-in-law, who was
newly married to His brother. To please Rukmini, Balarama
personally untied Rukmi, and spoke some words of
chastisement to His brother:

“Krishna, Your action is not at all satisfactory,” He said.
“This is contrary to Our family tradition! To cut someone’s
hair and shave his moustache and beard is almost
comparable to killing him. Whatever Rukmi might have been,
he is now Our brother-in-law, a relative of Our family, and
You should not have done this to him.”

Rukmini became pacified and happy at Balarama’s
assurances, but as for her brother Rukmi, his vain boasts
had come to nothing. Because he had vowed not to return to
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his capital city, Kundina, without killing Krishna and releasing
his sister, out of anger he decided to construct a small cottage
in the village of Bhojakata, where he resided for the rest of
his life.

After defeating all the opposing princes and kings Krishna
brought Rukmini to His capital city, Dwaraka, where He
married her and in so doing became the King of the Yadus.
On the occasion of His marriage with Rukmini, all the
inhabitants were happy, and in every house there were great
ceremonies. Because of Krishna’s kidnapping of Rukmini,
there was initially some mistrust from her family. However,
after Bhishmaka, King of Vidarbha, had been approached
by Balarama and many saintly persons, he was eventually
persuaded to give his blessing. Kidnapping was, in fact, a
common feature of weddings amongst the kingly class at
that time, and in any case King Bhishmaka was always more
inclined towards Krishna as his daughter’s husband than
he was to Shishupala. In the end Rukmini’s father was
pleased to join the marriage ceremony, even though his eldest
son had been so badly humiliated in the fight. Kunti, Nanda
Maharaja and the cowherd boys of Vrindavana, along with
kings from the kingdoms of Kuru, Srinjaya, Kekaya, and
Vidarbha, all came to Dwaraka for the wedding ceremony

and everyone joined the joyful celebrations.
* % %
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31. Pradyumnaborn
to Krishna and Rukmini

Soon Rukmini and Krishna had a son together who was
named Pradyumna. In his previous life Pradyumna was the
devata of love, known as Cupid. Being Krishna’s son, his
qualities were strikingly similar to those of Krishna, and as it
happened there was a demon called Shambara who was
destined to be killed by him. The Shambara demon knew of
his destiny, and as soon as he learned that Pradyumna was
born, he took the shape of a woman and kidnapped the
baby from the maternity home less than ten days after his
birth. The demon took him and threw him into the sea. But,
asitis said, “Whoever is protected by Krishna, no one can
kill, and whoever is destined to be killed by Krishna, no one
can protect.” When Pradyumna was thrown into the sea a
big fish instantly swallowed him up. Later this fish was caught
in the net of a fisherman, and the fish was later sold to
Shambara who gave it to his cooks to prepare. Demons like
Ravana, Kamsa and Hiranyakashipu, although born of
brahmana and kshatriyafathers, used to eat meat and flesh
without discrimination. (Devotees of Krishna only eat foods
that can first be offered to the Lord with love and devotion,
and He does not accept offerings of meat, fish or eggs).

In the kitchen of the demon Shambara there was a
maidservant called Mayavati. When the cook was cutting
the fish, he found within its stomach a lovely little baby, which
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he gave to Mayavati, his kitchen assistant. This woman was
surprised to see how such a nice baby could survive within
the belly of a fish, and the situation perplexed her. The great
sage Narada then appeared and explained to her about the
birth of Pradyumna and how the baby had been taken away
by Shambara and later thrown into the sea. Mayavati then
understood that she had previously been called Rati, and
had once been the wife of the devata Cupid. After her
husband was burned to ashes by the wrath of Lord Shiva,
she was always expecting him to come back in another body.
This woman was employed to cook rice and dhal in the
kitchen, but when she got the baby and understood that he
was Cupid, her former husband, she naturally took charge
of him and looked after him with great affection. Miraculously,
the baby swiftly grew up, and within a very short period he
became a beautiful young man. His eyes were just like the
petals of lotus flowers, and his arms were long. Any woman
who saw him was captivated by his bodily beauty. Smiling
at him, one day Mayavati expressed her desire to marry
him.

“How is it possible that first you were affectionate like a
mother and now you are expressing your desire to marry
me?” Pradyumna asked in surprise.

“You are the son of Lord Krishna.” Mayavati explained,
“Before you were ten days old, you were stolen by my master,
the Shambara demon, and later thrown by him into the sea
and swallowed by a fish. In this way you have come under
my care, but actually, in your former life you were Cupid and
| was your wife, Rati; therefore, there is nothing wrong if |
ask you to marry me. Shambara tried to kill you, and he has
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mystic powers. Therefore, before he tries to do it again,
please kill him as soon as possible. Also you should know
that since you were stolen by Shambara, your mother,
Rukmini-devi, has been in terrible distress.”

Mayavati had supernatural abilities and she gave
Pradyumna the special powers he needed to defeat
Shambara. Pradyumna then found Shambara and
challenged him to a fight. Shambara took up his club and in
great anger began to beat Pradyumna, who countered with
his own club, eventually striking the demon most severely.
But Shambara also had mystic powers and could raise
himself in the sky and fight from outer space using nuclear
weapons. Pradyumna invoked another mystic power, known
as mahavidya, and was able to counteract the demon’s
strength. When he had overpowered Shambarasura,
Pradyumna took his sharp sword and swiftly cut off the
demon’s head, after which all the devatas showered flowers
on him.

Pradyumna’s wife could travel in outer space, and in this
way they soon reached his father’s capital by the airways.
They passed above the palace of Lord Krishna at Dwaraka
and then landed in that section known as antah-pura (private
apartments). Pradyumna and Mayavati could see many
women there, and they sat down among them. When the
women saw Pradyumna, dressed in yellowish garments, with
very long arms, curling hair, beautiful reddish eyes, a smiling
face, jewellery and ornaments, they at first thought he was
Krishna. They all felt bashful and wanted to hide. All of them
were wondering who he was. When Rukmini-devi, who was
also present, saw Pradyumna, she intuitively understood that
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he was her own lost son. At that very moment Lord Krishna,
along with His parents Vasudeva and Devaki, appeared on
the scene. Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
could understand everything, yet in that situation He remained
silent. However, by the desire of Lord Sri Krishna, the great
sage Narada also appeared, and he disclosed all the
incidents of Pradyumna’s life. When everyone was informed
about the mysterious life of Pradyumna, they were all struck
with wonder and they received him with great delight. One
after another, all the members of the family—Devaki,
Vasudeva, Lord Sri Krishna, Lord Balarama, Rukmini and
all the women—embraced Pradyumna and his wife,
Mayavati. When the news of Pradyumna’s return spread all
over the city of Dwaraka all the astonished citizens came
with great eagerness to see him. “The dead son has come
back,” they said, “what could be more pleasing than this?”
* % %
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Our Founder & Acharya
Srila Prabhupada
A Brief Life Sketch

According to the Vedic literatures, the most recent
incarnation of Lord Krishna appeared just over five hundred
years ago as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the Golden
Avatara, in Mayapur, West Bengal. It was Lord Chaitanya
who predicted that the chanting of His holy names - Hare
Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare,
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - would
spread beyond the shores of India to every town and village
of the world. The person who eventually made this prophecy
come true was His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (Srila Prabhupada). The following is a brief
account of his life and teachings.

Srila Prabhupada was born on September 1, 1896, the
day after Janmashtami (the appearance day of Lord Krishna)
in Kolkata. At the time of his birth an astrologer predicted
that at the age of seventy, he would leave India to establish
108 temples of Krishna all over the world. Srila Prabhupada
certainly displayed great devotion to Lord Sri Krishna from
a very early age. His father had given him small Deities of
Radha and Krishna which he worshipped daily and at the
age of six he organised a blissful Ratha-yatra Krishna festival
in his local community which lasted for eight days.

After leaving the prestigious Scottish Churches College,
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where he studied for his degree, Srila Prabhupada met the
person who was to become his spiritual master, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, who, on their very first meeting,
requested Srila Prabhupada to preach Krishna
consciousness in the West. It was this instruction that Srila
Prabhupada took to heart and dedicated his life to fulfilling.

As a married man, Srila Prabhupada ran a business and
spent as much time and money as he could, assisting the
preaching mission of his spiritual master. In 1944 He started
amagazine called ‘Back to Godhead’ which he wrote, edited,
printed and sold single-handedly. He also started a mission
in Jhansi called ‘The League of Devotees’. Recognizing Srila
Prabhupada’s philosophical learning and devotion, the
society of devotees and scholars in Vrindavana honoured
him in 1947 with the title “Bhaktivedanta.” In 1959, he was
awarded sannyasa (the renounced order of life) and after
retiring from family life he went to live in the holy village of
Vrindavana where he spent his whole time studying and
writing, living very simply in one room. Here he worked on
his life’s masterpiece: a multivolume annotated translation
of the eighteen-thousand-verse Srimad-Bhagavatam
(Bhagavata Purana).

Srila Prabhupada figured that since everyone was
following the Americans, if he could convince them of Krishna
consciousness, then the whole world would eventually follow
too. Through a contact he had, Srila Prabhupada managed
to get free passage on a regular cargo carrier that was
headed for New York. So on August 13, 1965, just a few
days before his sixty-ninth birthday when most people would
have retired, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada set to
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sail to start his preaching mission in the west.

The crossing proved very difficult for Srila Prabhupada,
and he suffered two heart attacks. On board the ship there
was neither a doctor, nor any medicine that could help him,
and he feared a third attack would kill him. That night he
had a wonderful dream. Lord Krishna was rowing a boat
and reassuring Srila Prabhupada that He would protect him
from all danger. Thirty seven days later, Srila Prabhupada
arrived in New York knowing no-one, with just 40 rupees in
his pocket, a metal suitcase full of his books, an umbrella
and a supply of dry cereal, in case he could not find anything
vegetarian to eat. But what could one man, who had no visible
help or support, was in poor health and who was preaching
a message completely unheard of in America, possibly
achieve?

In short, between the years 1965 and 1977, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, or Srila Prabhupada, as
his followers affectionately came to know him, had spread
the teachings of Lord Krishna to every major city in the world
and had formed an international society comprising of
thousands of dedicated members. As predicted by his
childhood astrologer, he had established 108 Krishna
temples, including a thirteen storied building in the heart of
the world’s most important city, New York, along with
magnificent estates spread across six continents. He had
circled the globe fourteen times to personally guide the
membership of his growing mission. His simple dedication
to the order of his spiritual master, and his deep faith and
devotion to Krishna had made the words ‘Hare Krishna’ a
household name all over the world, just as Lord Chaitanya
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had predicted five hundred years ago.

As if this were not enough accomplishment for a person of
such advanced age, Srila Prabhupada had also written and
published over seventy volumes of books, which have been
translated to over twenty-eight languages, tens of millions of
which have been distributed throughout the world. He had
delivered thousands of lectures, written thousands of letters,
and taken part in thousands of conversations with followers,
admirers, and critics alike. And he had won the esteem of
dozens of important scholars, professors, social figures and
politicians, who had genuine appreciation for Srila
Prabhupada’s contributions to religion, philosophy, and culture.
He gained recognition amongst academicians, scholars,
religious leaders, political and social figures as possibly the
greatest ever exponent of the teachings of Lord Krishna.

“Here for the first time since the days of the Roman Empire
is a new Asian religion — that is to say, an Asian religion
new to the Western world — being practised by people of
Western race. It arose out of nothing in less than twenty
years and has become known all over the West...and an
important fact in the history of the Western world.” — A.L
Basham, a leading authority on Indian history and religion.

“Besides being a man of deep moral strength, humility,
and holiness, he was genuinely renounced. Srila
Prabhupada’s life. . . is the epitome of his ideal, an ideal that
he set forth for others to follow.” — Dr. J. Stillson Judah,
Professor Emeritus, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley,
California.
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“His books are significant contributions to the salvation
of mankind.” — Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri, Former Prime
Minister of India.

Srila Prabhupada also instructed that his temples should
distribute free prasadam (sanctified food) to the poor. This
programme is known worldwide as “Food for Life,” and
ISKCON, Bangalore, currently feeds tens of lakhs of
poor school children every day with nourishing foodstuffs
under the Akshaya Patra programme All this inspired by the
love and deep compassion of a truly saintly person, Srila
Prabhupada.

* % %



132

Mathuranatha Krishna

Model Questions
DIRECTIONS FOR QUESTIONS 1 TO 5. Fill in the blanks using the
appropriate word.

was taking care of Hastinapura as a caretaker after
the death of Pandu.

A) Dhritharashtra  B) Vidura C) Shakuni D) Bhishma
The old capital of the Pandavas was .

A) Kurukshetra B) Indraprastha
C)Hastinapura D) Kalahasthi

Krishnais also called as he left the battle field without
fighting.

A) Makhanchor B)Ranachora  C)Gopicho D) Dahichor

A spiritual master who instructs a disciple about spiritual matters is
called .

A) Gurudeva B) Brahmana

C) Dikshaguru D) Shikshaguru

Onleaving the cave, king Muchukunda realized he wasin .
A)Dwaparyuga  B)Tretayuga C)Kaliyuga D) Satyayuga
DIRECTIONS FORQUESTIONS 6 TO 15.Answer the following questions
by picking the best choice from the options given below:

Who was Kamsa’s wife among the following?

A) Muki B) Ashti C) Bhukti D) Vashti
Which of these was Jarasandha’s kingdom ?

A) Dwarka B) Vrindavana
C)Magadha D) Kurukshetra

8. What is an Akshauhini?

A)plane B) chariot
C) kingdom D) military division
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9. Which dynasty did Jarasandha vow to annihilate?
A)Vadhu B) Yadu C)Raghu D) Bhoja
10. Which sage cursed Vidyadhara to assume the form of a serpent?
A) Vishwamitra B) Angira C)Durvasa D) Vashista
1. Which elephant was brought to the wrestling arena by Kamsa?
A) Kuvalyapida B) Gajendra C) Airavata D) Gajanana
12. How were Rukmini and Rukmi related to each other?
A)friends B) sister and brother
C) wife and husband D) daughter and father
13.  Who took Rukmini’s message to Lord Krishna?
A)Doota B) Rukmangi C)Narottama  D)Brahmana
14. Which was the capital of the Yadu kings?
A)Mathura B) Goloka C)Indraprasta D) Virata
15. Inwhich form did Lord Krishna appear before Kalayavana?
A) Mohini B) Vishnu C)asHimself ~ D)Narasimha
ll. DIRECTIONS FOR QUESTIONS 16 TO 25. State whether the following
statements are true or false:
16. Govardhana Pujais also known as Annakuta.
A)True B) False
17. Krishna lifted and held up Govardhana hill for about seven days.
A)True B) False
18. Sage Durvasa cursed Vidyadhara to assume the form of a serpent.
A)True B)False
19. The eleventh day of the full moon is known as Purnima.
A)True B) False
20. Balaramais also known as Anantha Sesha Naga - one who holds up all
the planets on his millions of hoods.
A)True B)False
21. Jarasandhaand other princes were very happy at Krishna’s kidnapping

of Rukmini.
A)True B)False
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22. Rukmini and Krishna had a son who was named Pradyumna.
A)True B)False

23. The names and descriptions of Krishna’s four special horses are
mentioned in the Skanda Purana.

A)True B)False
24. Muchukunda’s glance burned Kalayavana to ashes.
A)True B)False
25. The demon Aristasura who came to Vrindavana had the form of a
donkey.
A)True B)False

IV. DIRECTIONS FOR QUESTIONS 26 TO 33.Match the following:

Column A Option ColumnB
26. | Vaishaka A Lord Krishna
27. | Sugriva B Father of Kamsa
28. | Shyama Sundara Cc April/ May
29. [ Ugrasena D Ape king
. oM Veda A Demigods
B1. lthasa B Bhagavad-gita
2. 108 Cc Mahabharata
B3.  Devatas D Upanishads
V. DIRECTIONS FOR QUESTIONS 34 TO 40. Pick the odd one out:
34. A)Syamantaka  B)Kaustuba C)Kadamba  D)Maniratna
35. A)Kunti B) Madri C) Draupadi D) Gandhari
36. A)Vasudeva B)Nanda C)Krishna D)Ugrasena
37. A)Prabhupada B) Naradamuni
C) Garga muni D) Durvasa muni
38. A)Rukmini B) Chandrabhaga

C)Jambavati D)Satyabhama
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39. A)Hastinapura B) Dwaraka C)Mathura D) Vrindavana
40. A)Shiva B)Indra C)Karthikeya  D)Ganesha

VIl. DIRECTIONS FOR QUESTIONS 41 TO 49. Observe the pictureand
answer the following questions.

4. Who was the king of heaven?

A) Shiva B)Indra C)Brahma D) Vishnu
42. Who suggested canceling the sacrifice (yajna)?
A)Balarama B) Krishna C)Nitai D) Gauranga

43. Whatis Govardhana Puja also known as?
A) Prasadam B) Govinds C)Annakuta D) Saligrama

44. How long did Krishna hold the mountain?

A)7days B)17days C)70days D)9days
45. Who was baffled by Krishna’s mystic power?
A)Chandra B)Balaram C)Govinda D)Indra

46. Who ordered the cowherd men to stop the Indra yagna?
A)Krishna B)Narasimha  C)Garuda D) Govinda
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47. How did Krishna hold the mountain?
A)middlefinger ~ B)thumb C) little fingerD)index finger
48. Whatwas Indra puffed up about?

49,

A) Being the ultimate beneficiary of all the sacrifices

B) Being the king of Vrindavana

C) Being the Supreme controller of the heavenly planets
D) None of the above

After worshipping the Govardhana hill what did the cowherd men do?
A) Immediately left for their homes

B) Circumambulated the hill

C) Started Indra yajna

D) None of the above

Write the complete Hare Krishna mahamantrain the space provided
inyour answer sheet.
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Model Answer Sheet

Please shade (@) the correctanswer.

—

00000000
00000000
00000000| [=000000
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2000000
<000000

000000000
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00000 =P000000000 X

00000| [€0000000000| [FPVV00V0000
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50. Write the Hare Krishna maha mantra here
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Answers for the Model Questions
1A 1 A 21 B 31C 41 B
2 B 12 B 2 A 32D 42 B
3 B 83 D 23 B 33 A 43 C
4 D 14 A 24 A 3#4C 4 A
5 C 5 B 25 B 35B 45 D
6 B B A 26 C 36 D 446 A
7 C 17 A 27 D 37 A 47 C
8 D 18 B 28 A 38 B 48 C
9 B © B 29 B 39 A 49 B
10B 20 A 30 B 40 C
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Glossary

Absolute Truth — God, whois independent of everything.

acharya — a spiritual master who teaches by his own personal behaviour.
all-pervading — that which extends throughout.

asura —ademon or nondevotee.

austerities — voluntary acceptance of bodily inconvenience for the sake of
spiritual advancement.

avatara —an incarnation of Godhead who descends from the spiritual world.
benediction —a blessing.

Bhagavad-gita — the book that records the spiritual instructions given by
Krishna to His friend Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra.

bhakta —a devotee.

Brahma — the first created living being in the universe.

brahmachari — a celibate student under the guidance of a spiritual master.
Brahman — the impersonal feature of the Absolute Truth.

brahmanas —the spiritual order of society whose occupation is the cultivation
of Vedic knowledge.

Brahma-samhita — a scripture written by Lord Brahma.in which his authoritative
prayers to the Lord are recorded.

cause of all causes — the original cause from which universal creation
comes about, as a series of causes and effects. That original cause is Lord
Krishna and He is described as sarva karana karanam.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu — the incarnation of Krishna as His own devotee
who comes in this age to teach the process of devotional service by chanting
the holy names of God.

conditioned soul — a spirit soul who is subjected to the conditions of the
material world and has forgotten his real spiritual identity.

conjugal love — the love between husband and wife.

consorts —husbands or wives.

cosmic manifestation — display of the material universes.

demigods — also known as devas or devatas, they are devotees of Lord
Vishnu and are empowered by Him to oversee the various affairs of the
material world.
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effulgence —rays of brightness.

Ekadashi — a day of fasting which occurs twice a month and which is meant
for increasing Krishna consciousness.

expansion —a complete form of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krishna, having all
the powers that the Lord possesses.

Gandharvas — celestial denizens of the heavenly planets who sing very
beautifully.

Garuda — the giant bird-carrier of Vishnu.

gopis — cowherd girls, specifically the transcendental girl-friends of Lord
Krishna.

grihastha — one whois in the householder order of life.

guru —a spiritual master.

illusory energy — the Lord’s energy called Maya that puts one in an illusion
of one’s real identity.

initiated — Formally introduced to spiritual discipline under the guidance of
the spiritual master (guru).

internal potency — the Supreme Lord has multiple potencies which are
classified into three broad categories — external, internal and marginal. The
material world is a manifestation of His external potency, the spiritual world is
a manifestation of His internal potency and the living entities (jiva atmas)
constitute His marginal potency.

jaya — victory.

jnani —someone who engages in mental speculation in pursuit of knowledge.
kadamba — a tree which bears a round yellow flower and which is generally
seen only in the Vrindavana area.

karma —fruitive activities or their reactions.

karmi —a fruitive worker.

Kaustubha — a transcendental jewel worn around the neck of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

kshatriyas —the spiritual order of society whose occupation is governmental
administration and military protection of the citizens.

lila — pastimes.

Lord Sesha — Ananta Sesha, the thousand-headed serpent form of the
Lord, who sustains the planets on His hoods.
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manifested — displayed, exhibited.

material energy — see internal potency.

material opulences —material wealth or riches.
Maya (Mahamaya) — the external, material energy of the Supreme Lord,
which covers the conditioned soul and does not allow him to understand the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Mayavadi — one who adheres to impersonalist or voidist philosophy and
does not accept the eternal existence of the transcendental form of the Lord.
miscreants — villains, sinners or criminals.

mukti — liberation.

Mukunda — Lord Krishna, who awards liberation and whose smiling face is
like a kundaflower.

mystic potencies — superhuman or spiritual powers.

obeisances — bowing downin respect.

Pandavas - the five sons of King Pandu (Yudhishthira, Arjuna, Bhima,
Nakula and Sahadeva).

Paramatma — the expansion of the Supreme Lord who lives in the heart of all
living entities.

parijata — a type of flower found on the heavenly planets.

parts and parcels — portions, particles.

pastimes — the completely spiritual activities of the Lord, with his devotees.
pious — (punya karma) those activities recommended by the Vedas, which
will bring about material prosperity in the form of wealth, beauty, intelligence,
good birth, fame, efc.

prasadam —food first offered to the Supreme Lord and then distributed.
puffed up — proud.

pure devotees — devotees of the Lord who serve Him without any material
desire, simply for His pleasure.

rasa — a transcendental relationship between the individual soul and the
Supreme Lord.

rasa-lila — Lord Krishna’s transcendental pastime of dancing with the gopis.
sannyasi —one who is in the renounced order.

shastras — revealed scriptures.

self realization — to know the real self beyond the designations of body, as
a spirit soul (jiva atma), in theory and practice.
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shudras — the spiritual order of society who are not very intelligent and are
unqualified for any work other than menial service.

Shyamasundara —a name of Krishna. Shyamameans blackish’ and sundara
means ‘very beautiful.

Srimad-Bhagavatam — the authoritative Veedic scripture that deals exclusively
with the pastimes of the Personality of Godhead and His devotees.
Sudarshana —the wheel that is the personal weapon of Vishnu or Krishna.
tapasya — austerity.

tilaka — a clay mark that decorates the faces of Krishna and His devotees.
transcendental — spiritual, beyond this material world.

Tulasi — a great devotee in the form of a plant, who is very dear to Lord
Krishna.

Vaishnava — a devotee of the Supreme Lord Vishnu or Krishna.
vaishyas — the agricultural community in Vedic culture, who protect cows
and cultivate crops.

Vishnu — the Supreme Lord; an expansion of Lord Krishna for the creation
and maintenance of the material world.

whorl — circular arrangement of leaves or flowers.

yajna — sacrifice.

yoga — the process of linking with the Supreme.

Yogamaya — the principal internal (spiritual) potency of the Supreme Lord.
yogi — one who practices yoga.
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Booksby

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada:

Bhagavad-gita As It s

Srimad-Bhagavatam

Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta (9 vols.)

Teachings of Lord Chaitanya

The Nectar of Devotion

The Nectar of Instruction

Srilsopanisad

Easy Journey to Other Planets

Krishna Consciousness: The Topmost Yoga System
Krishna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead
Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers
Teachings of Lord Kapila, the Son of Devahuti
Transcendental Teachings of Prahlada Maharaja
Dialectic Spiritualism-A Vedic View of Western Philosophy
Teachings of Queen Kunti

Krishna, the Reservoir of Pleasure

The Science of Self-Realization

The Path of Perfection

Search for Liberation

Life Comes from Life

The Perfection of Yoga

Beyond Birth and Death

On the Way to Krishna

Raja-vidya: The King of Knowledge

Elevation to Krishna Consciousness

Krishna Consciousness: The Matchless Gift
The Narada-bhakti-sutra (with disciples)

The Mukunda-mala-stotra (with disciples)

A Second Chance

The Journey of Self-Discovery

The Laws of Nature

The Sword of Knowledge

Back to Godhead magazine (founder)





