





Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

o OO TeoD

43

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu listening to the impersonal
interpretation of Vedanta philosophy spoken by
Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya.
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Vedanta-sutra,” Lord Chaitanya answered. “I am just trying
to hear it from you because you have ordered Me to do so.
To be honest | am only doing this out of duty to my
renounced order. Unfortunately | cannot in the least
understand the meaning you are presenting.”

‘| accept that you do not understand, yet you have made
no enquiry. You are hearing again and again, yet you keep
silent. Because of this | am curious to know what you are
thinking,” said Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya.

‘I can understand the meaning of each verse of Vedanta
very clearly, but your explanations have simply agitated
My mind, for you are distorting and covering the direct
meaning of the scriptures.”

Lord Chaitanya had posed Himself before the
Bhattacharya as a foolish student, but He did not agree
with any of his lectures since he presented an impersonal
understanding of God. Lord Chaitanya then proceeded to
defeat him by many forceful arguments and proved that,
contrary to the Bhattacharya’s philosophy, we are all related
with the Personality of Godhead eternally, though we are
eternally separate from Him, and that pure devotional
service is our proper expression of that original relationship.
He told the Bhattacharya that when love of Godhead is
attained, love for all other beings automatically follows
because the Lord is the sum total of all living beings. Lord
Chaitanya then quoted the following verse, called the
atmarama verse, from the Srimad-Bhagavatam:
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“Those who are self-satisfied and not attracted by
external material desires are also attracted to the loving
service of Sri Krishna, whose qualities are transcendental
and whose activities are wonderful. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead is called Krishna because He has
such transcendentally attractive features.”

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, still stunned by hearing his
ideas defeated, then challenged Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
to explain the above verse. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu asked
if Sarvabhauma could first give his own understanding, and
so to oblige he offered nine separate explanations. Then
to the Bhattacharya’s utter amazement Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu proceeded to give sixty-four separate and
highly detailed explanations of just this one important verse,
without even touching on the nine Sarvabhauma had just
given. After hearing the Lord speak with such depth of
knowledge, the Bhattacharya was completely speechless.
He realised he had made a huge mistake and thought to
himself:

“Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is certainly Lord Krishna
Himself. Because | could not understand Him and was very
proud of my own learning, | have committed many
offences.”

Then, mercifully, Lord Chaitanya revealed to the
Bhattacharya who He really was by appearing before him
first as four-handed Narayana and then again as two-
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handed Lord Krishna holding a flute. On seeing these
wonderful visions, the Bhattacharya fell down at the lotus
feet of the Lord, who then embraced Him, and out of
transcendental ecstasy the Bhattacharya himself lost all
consciousness.
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Flooding South India
with the Holy Name

Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu extensively travelled all
over southern India including such places of pilgrimage as
Gautami-ganga, Mallikarjuna, Ahovala-narasimha,
Siddhavata, Skanda-kshetra, Trimatha, Vriddhakashi,
Bauddha-sthana, Tirupati, Tirumala, Pana-narasimha,
Shiva-Kanchi, Vishnu-Kanchi, Srikalahasti, Vriddhakola,
Siyali-bhairavi, the Kaveri River, Kumbhakarna-kapala,
Udupi, Shringeri, Sriranga, Rameshvara, Pandarapura and
many others. As He travelled He chanted the holy names
and thus spread love of God wherever He went.

Whilst in Pandarapura He initiated the great saint of
Maharashtra known as Tukarama who later went on to flood
the whole of the Maharashtra province with the sankirtana
movement. Just by seeing Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
everyone became a devotee. They began to chant
“Krishna” and “Rama” and became merged in a great
ecstasy of love as they began to dance, raising their arms
high in the air. In one village Chaitanya Mahaprabhu met a
devotee called Kurma brahmana, who took Him to his
home, washed His lotus feet and, with his family members,
drank the water. Kurma then offered Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu all kinds of food and shared the remnants
with his family.

‘O my Lord,” the brahmana prayed, “Your lotus feet are
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meditated upon by Lord Brahma, and these very lotus feet
have come into my home. My dear Lord, there is no limit to
my great fortune. It cannot be described. Today my family,
birth and riches have all been glorified. Please let me come
with You now so | can escape from my family duties which
are full of misery.”

“Please do not speak like that again,” Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu gently chastised him. “It is better to remain at
home and chant the holy name of Krishna than to falsely
renounce everything.” He then said the following verse
which is applicable to everyone, in any stage of life:

yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krishna’-upadesha
amara ajnaya guru hana tara’ ei desha

“Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri
Krishna as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try
to liberate everyone in this land.”

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu further advised the brahmana:

“If you follow this instruction, your family life at home
will not stop you from making spiritual progress. Indeed, if
you follow My instructions you will never lose My company,
| shall always be with you.”

Lord Chaitanya visited a large temple in South India
called Srirangam where He went to see the Deity of Lord
Ranganatha. Outside the temple sat a brahmana who was
reading the Bhagavad-gita, but for some reason people
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around him were mocking him.

“Look at him sitting there with that book,” said one proud
temple priest. “Anyone might think he was a great pandita
” With that he and many others started laughing since
they knew the brahmana was actually illiterate.

Lord Chaitanya approached the brahmana and noticed
he was crying.

‘My dear brahmana,” He asked gently, “what you are
reading?”

The brahmana could see Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was
not coming to make fun of him, so he answered Him:

“‘My dear sir, | am reading the Bhagavad-gita.
Unfortunately, | am illiterate. | do not know even the
alphabet.”

“Why are you holding the Bhagavad-gita if you cannot
read it?” asked Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

“My spiritual master knows that | am illiterate, but still,
he has asked me to read Bhagavad-gita. What can | do, |
must follow my spiritual master. Therefore | am sitting with
this book. | am looking at it, though | do not know how to
read.”

“Oh | see, that's all right, | understand you cannot read,
but why then are you crying?”

“Well, as soon as | take this Bhagavad-gita in my hands
| remember how Krishna is sitting as the driver of Arjuna’s
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chariot. | have heard the story from my spiritual master,
You see. | know something of the instruction but cannot
read. So as soon as | take this book, this picture comes in
my mind and | simply think, ‘Oh, how nice Krishna is, that
He has become a charioteer of His devotee. He is so great,
He is the Supreme Lord, still, He has accepted the menial
service of His devotee.” This gives me so much pleasure
that | cry.”

At these words Chaitanya Mahaprabhu embraced him.

“Your reading of Bhagavad-gita is perfect. You have
understood the essence better than most who can read.”

In South India Lord Chaitanya also uncovered two very
important old literatures, namely the Brahma-samhita and
Krishna-karnamrita.

He returned to Puri where thousands of His devotees
would come to see Him, especially during the Ratha-yatra
festival of Lord Jagannatha. In this festival three huge carts
carrying the forms of Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra
are pulled along the main high street, by crowds tugging
on long ropes attached to the front of the carts. On one
occasion the cart carrying Lord Jagannatha (Krishna)
Himself became stuck. Hundreds of people pulled with all
their strength on the heavy ropes. Elephants were brought
to dislodge it, but nothing worked. Then Lord Chaitanya
leaned His head against the cart and it miraculously started
to move.
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The forms of God were taken on the carts to the famous
Gundicha temple, which was first washed from top to bottom
by hundreds of devotees under the direct supervision of
Lord Chaitanya. The Lord’s congregational sankirtana
movement at Puri was a unique exhibition for the mass of
people, and during the festival the Lord would chant and
dance in ecstasy before the great carts carrying Lord
Jagannatha, sometimes appearing in seven different
chanting parties at the same time.

* k%
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Travelling to Vrindavana

After staying for some time in Puri, He set out for
northern India. He decided to visit Vrindavana and its
neighbouring places of pilgrimage. On the way He passed
through the jungles of Jharikhanda (Madhya-Bharata).
Initially He stayed on the well-trodden paths, with His close
associate Balabhadra Bhattacharya, but after a while He
wandered off into the depths of the forest. Balabhadra
Bhattacharya looked around nervously as they moved
through the lush ferns and creepers and then started to
tremble when he saw ahead of them a group of tigers and
a herd of elephants. As they approached the wild and
dangerous animals, Lord Chaitanya chanted the name of
‘Krishna.” Immediately the animals stood aside, allowing
them to pass. They then came across a wild boar, a
rhinoceros, tigers and elephants. To Balabhadra
Battacharya’s amazement all the animals simply moved
aside when Lord Chaitanya started chanting the names of
Krishna. One tiger was lying on the path, and Lord
Chaitanya touched it with His feet. He then told the tiger:

“Chant the holy name of Krishna!” At this instruction,
and much to Balabhadra’s surprise, the tiger immediately
got up and began to dance and chant “Krishna! Krishna!”
in a roaring voice. Further on Lord Chaitanya decided to
bathe in a river just at the time when a herd of elephants
had come to drink the water. As Lord Chitanya chanted his
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All the animals of the forest were dancing and chanting,
‘Krishna! Krishna!” together in ecstasy.
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gayatri mantra, some of the elephants came before Him.
He immediately splashed water on the elephants and asked
them to chant the name of Krishna. Those elephants raised
their front legs in the air, trumpeted and began swinging
their trunks wildly. They started dancing in ecstasy and
chanting the names of “Krishna! Krishna!” Seeing all this,
Balabhadra Bhattacharya was completely astonished. Soon
all the animals of the forest, the monkeys, birds, tigers,
elephants and deer were all dancing and chanting together
in ecstasy. Some of the tigers and deer, normally mortal
enemies, started embracing each other in great affection.
Even the trees and creepers began to move and vibrate to
the sound of the chanting. When Lord Chaitanya looked
at His dear associate, Balabhadra Bhattacharya, and saw
his expression of amazement, and then looked at all the
fun the animals were having, He began to smile sweetly.
As they left the forest, all that could be heard was the
thunderous roar of animals dancing and chanting and
crashing through the undergrowth.

By this Lord Chaitanya proved that His sankirtana
movement could make even the wild animals live in peace
and friendship, so what to speak of men, who are
supposed to be civilized.

In Vrindavana He visited the place where Lord Krishna
had danced with the cowherd girls known as gopis. This is
called the rasa-lila dance where Krishna made Himself into
many separate dancers so He could be with all the gopis
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at the same time. When Lord Chaitanya reached the
gardens where this dance took place, He at once fell down
in a trance.

Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is non-different from Lord
Sri Krishna. This time, however, He appeared as a great
devotee of the Lord to preach that everyone should
worship Lord Sri Krishna as the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. He taught that Vrindavana, where Sri Krishna
performed His pastimes, is non-different from the Lord
Himself, and that the highest form of transcendental
worship of the Lord was exhibited by the gopis(young
damsels) of Vrindavana. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
recommended their form of pure affection for the Lord as
the highest example of love of God. He taught that the
ultimate goal of life for all human beings is to attain that
same pure love of God.

* % %
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Transforming the
Impersonalists

On His way back from Vrindavana, Lord Chaitanya
stayed in Varanasi, and very quickly attracted a large
following. At that time Varanasi was headed by a sannyasi
named Sripada Prakashananda Sarasvati. Some people
who saw the Lord in His sankirtana party considered Him
to be Narayana since He was so beautiful and effulgent,
and this report reached the camp of the great sannyasi
Prakashananda.

Prakashananda made fun of Lord Chaitanya’s chanting
of Hare Krishna.

“What use is this singing and dancing in the streets?”
he asked his disciples. “This Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is just
a sentimental person who sings loudly. Real truth comes
from studying the scriptures, not from dancing around like
a madman.”

One brahmana did not like the way Prakashananda was
criticising Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, so he went and told Him
what was being said.

Soon after, a great meeting was arranged by the
devotees of Lord Chaitanya in which all the local sannyasis
were invited to hear a debate between Prakashananda
Sarasvati and Lord Chaitanya. When Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu arrived at the temple of Prakashananda
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Sarasvati He immediately offered obeisances, and then
He went to wash His feet. After washing His feet, He sat
down right where He had done so. He was so humble that
He considered Himself only good enough to sit where others
washed their feet. After sitting down, Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu appeared to be more brilliant than millions of
suns, and his golden form attracted the minds of all the
sannyasis who sat in a more elevated position in the temple.
Prakashananda stood to receive Him with great respect:

“Please come here,” he said holding out his hand,
‘please come and sit in here with us, your Holiness. Why
do you sit in that unclean place?”

‘I belong to a lower order of sannyasa. Therefore | do
not deserve to sit with you,” Chaitanya Mahaprabhu replied.

Prakashananda Sarasvati then personally led Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu by the hand and seated Him with great
respect in the midst of the assembly.

“Please tell us why you chant in the streets instead of
studying the Vedanta?” Prakashananda inquired from Lord
Chaitanya. “Meditation and the study of Vedanta are the
sole duties of a sannyasi. Why do you abandon these to
dance with fanatics and low-class people?”

“My spiritual master told Me | am a fool,” answered
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. “You are not qualified to study
Vedanta philosophy,” he told Me, ‘and therefore You must
always chant the holy name of Krishna.” Simply by chanting
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the holy name of Krishna one can return to the spiritual
world at the end of this life and see the lotus feet of Lord
Krishna.” Lord Chaitanya then quoted the verse His spiritual
master had taught Him which states that in this age of Kali,
chanting Hare Krishna is the only way to make spiritual
progress.

Prakashananda thought for a moment. He knew from
what he had heard of Lord Chaitanya’s reputation that He
was certainly no fool. He had defeated many scholars in
debate and must thus be extremely intelligent.

“Then why not study Vedanta and chant at the same
time?” asked Prakashananda cleverly. All the sannyasis
were very interested to hear what Lord Chaitanya had to
say since they found Him so humble, honest and as
effulgent as the sun.

“My dear sirs, can | say something to you regarding
Vedanta philosophy if you would not be offended?” asked
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

Various sannyasis encouraged Him to speak.

“We find your words most pleasing to hear, indeed our
minds are greatly attracted by what you are saying,” said
one. “Yes, please tell us what you know of Vedanta,” said
another.

“Very well,” said Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, and He then
explained the correct conclusion of Vedanta, namely that
the Absolute Truth is not impersonal, but is in fact the
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supreme person, Lord Sri Krishna.

All the sannyasis listening were convinced that Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was the Supreme Lord. They were
won over by His beautifully effulgent form, His philosophical
explanations based on clear logic and His great humility.
Prakashananda Sarasvati then encouraged all his followers
to accept Lord Chaitanya as their ultimate authority.

* % %
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Winning the Buddhists

When Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was visiting holy
places he met a group of Buddhists. Their leader challenged
Him to a debate in which he set out the nine principles of
Buddhism. In front of a large crowd Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
defeated all nine. The crowd laughed and mocked as the
Buddhists left in embarrassment. Later they came up with
a plan to defame the Lord. They invited Him to another
meeting where they offered Him food contaminated with
meat, pretending it was properly cooked and offered to
Krishna. As Lord Chaitanya sat down to eat, a large bird
flew down and picked up the plate. The bird flew over the
Buddhist leader and threw all the unclean food on him
cutting his head with the edge of the metal plate. After that
the Buddhists realised that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was
the Supreme Lord, and they all surrendered to Him.

In this way Lord Chaitanya carried on preaching for
many more years. In all the villages through which the Lord
passed and in all the places He rested on His journey,
everyone was purified and awakened to ecstatic love of
God and began chanting the Holy Names.

* % %
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Conclusion

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu taught that everyone,
regardless of birth, could become a lover of God simply by
chanting His Holy names: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna,
Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

These sixteen names of the Lord are mentioned in many
ancient scriptures like the Puranasand Upanishads, and
are described as the ‘yuga-dharma’, or the best way of
making spiritual advancement in this present age.

Although His external reason for appearing on earth
was to spread this sankirtana-yajna, His internal reason
was to experience, first-hand, the love a devotee has for
Him. The greatest devotee of Krishna is His eternal consort
Srimati Radharani, and so Lord Chaitanya is Krishna in
the mood of His own devotee, Radharani. Taking the part
of Srimati Radharani, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu tried to love
Krishna as Radharani loved Him. Krishna was always
amazed by Radharani’s love. “How does Radharani give
Me such pleasure?” He would ask Himself. In order to study
Radharani, Krishna lived in Her role and tried to understand
Himself. This is the secret of Lord Chaitanya’s incarnation.
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is Krishna, but He has taken the
mood and role of Radharani to show us all how to love
Krishna.

Towards the end of His life Lord Chaitanya became
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completely consumed in transcendental ecstasy, laughing,
crying, dancing and singing in separation from Krishna,
just like a madman.

Lord Chaitanya performed His preaching activities for
forty-eight years and then mysteriously disappeared in the
year 1534 in Puri. It is said that He visited the temple of
Tota Gopinath and never came out. To this day the priests
of that temple will show you where He entered the knee of
the Deity of Krishna, and then vanished. At the point where
He entered there is a gold mark. Although Lord Chaitanya
preached and taught extensively during His entire life, He
left just eight verses in written form, known as the
Shikshashtakam. Here is the first verse:

“All glories to the chanting of the holy name of Lord
Krishna, which can cleanse the mirror of the heart and
stop the miseries of the blazing fire of material existence.
That chanting is the waxing moon that spreads the white
lotus of good fortune for all living entities. It is the life and
soul of all education. The chanting of the holy name of
Krishna expands the blissful ocean of transcendental life.
It gives a cooling effect to everyone and enables one to
taste full nectar at every step.”

Although He has physically left, His sankirtana
movement is still going on today, just as He predicted five
hundred years ago:

prthivite ache yata nagaradi grama
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sarvatra prachara haibe mora nama

“In every town, city, and village of the world, the Krishna
consciousness movement will be preached.”

This amazing prophecy was fulfilled by Lord Chaitanya’s
great devotee, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Founder Acharya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, who single-handedly took the
chanting of Hare Krishna all over the world. Thanks to Srila
Prabhupada, now people of all creeds, races and
backgrounds throughout the world are tasting the nectar
of the holy names.

* k%
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Our Founder & Acharya

Srila Prabhupada
A Brief Life Sketch

According to the Vedic literatures, the most recent
incarnation of Lord Krishna appeared just over five
hundred years ago as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the
Golden Avatara, in Mayapur, West Bengal. It was Lord
Chaitanya who predicted that the chanting of His holy names
- Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - would spread
beyond the shores of India to every town and village of the
world. The person who eventually made this prophecy
come true was His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (Srila Prabhupada). The following is a brief
account of his life and teachings.

Srila Prabhupada was born on September 1, 1896, the
day after Janmashtami (the appearance day of Lord
Krishna) in Calcutta. At the time of his birth an astrologer
predicted that at the age of seventy, he would leave India
to establish 108 temples of Krishna all over the world. Srila
Prabhupada certainly displayed great devotion to Lord Sri
Krishna from a very early age. His father had given him
small Deities of Radha and Krishna which he worshipped
daily and at the age of six he organised a blissful

Ratha-yatra Krishna festival in his local community which
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Srila Prabhupada introduced various aspects of Vedic
culture, like Deity worship, to the Western world.
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lasted for eight days.

After leaving the prestigious Scottish Churches College,
where he studied for his degree, Srila Prabhupada met
the person who was to become his spiritual master, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, who, on their very first meeting,
requested Srila Prabhupada to preach Krishna
consciousness in the West. It was this instruction that Srila
Prabhupada took to heart and dedicated his life to fulfilling.

As a married man, Srila Prabhupada ran a business
and spent as much time and money as he could, assisting
the preaching mission of his spiritual master. He started a
magazine called ‘Back to Godhead’ which he wrote, edited,
printed and sold single-handedly. He also started a mission
in Jhansi called ‘The League of Devotees’. Recognizing
Srila Prabhupada’s philosophical learning and devotion,
the society of Gaudiya-Vaishnavas honoured him in 1947
with the title “Bhaktivedanta.” In 1959, he was awarded
sannyasa (the renounced order of life) and after retiring
from family life he went to live in the holy village of
Vrindavana where he spent his whole time studying and
writing, living very simply in one room. Here he worked on
his life’s masterpiece: a multivolume annotated translation
of the eighteen-thousand-verse Srimad-Bhagavatam
(Bhagavata Purana).

Srila Prabhupada figured that since everyone was
following the Americans, if he could convince them of
Krishna consciousness, then the whole world would
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eventually follow too. Through a contact he had, Srila
Prabhupada managed to get free passage on a regular
cargo carrier that was headed for New York. So on August
13, 1965, just a few days before his sixty-ninth birthday
when most people would have retired, A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada set sail to start his preaching mission
in the West.

The crossing proved very difficult for Srila Prabhupada,
and he suffered two heart attacks. On board the ship there
was neither a doctor, nor any medicine that could help him,
and he feared a third attack would kill him. That night he
had a wonderful dream. Lord Krishna was rowing a boat
and reassuring Srila Prabhupada that He would protect
him from all danger. Thirty seven days later, Srila
Prabhupada arrived in New York knowing no one, with just
40 rupees in his pocket, a metal suitcase full of his books,
an umbrella and a supply of dry cereal in case he could
not find anything vegetarian to eat. But what could one
man, who had no visible help or support, was in poor health
and who was preaching a message completely unheard of
in America, possibly achieve?

In short, between the years 1965 and 1977, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, or Srila Prabhupada, as
his followers affectionately came to know him, had spread
the teachings of Lord Krishna to every major city in the
world and had formed an international society comprising
of thousands of dedicated members. As predicted by his
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childhood astrologer he had established 108 Krishna
temples, including a thirteen storied building in the heart
of the world’s most important city, New York, along with
magnificent estates spread across six continents. He had
circled the globe fourteen times to personally guide the
membership of his growing mission. His simple dedication
to the order of his spiritual master, and his deep faith and
devotion to Krishna had made the words ‘Hare Krishna’ a
household name all over the world, just as Lord Chaitanya
had predicted five hundred years ago.

As if this were not enough accomplishment for a person
proceeding from his seventieth to his eighty-second year,
Srila Prabhupada had also written and published over
seventy volumes of books, which have been translated to
over twenty-eight languages, tens of millions of which have
been distributed throughout the world. He had delivered
thousands of lectures, written thousands of letters, and
taken part in thousands of conversations with followers,
admirers, and critics alike. And he had won the esteem of
dozens of important scholars, professors, social figures
and politicians, who had genuine appreciation for Srila
Prabhupada’s contributions to religion, philosophy, and
culture. He gained recognition amongst academicians,
scholars, religious leaders, political and social figures as
possibly the greatest ever exponent of the teachings of
Lord Krishna.
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“Here for the first time since the days of the Roman
Empire is a new Asian religion — that is to say, an Asian
religion new to the Western world — being practised by
people of Western race. It arose out of nothing in less than
twenty years and has become known all over the
West...and an important fact in the history of the Western
world.”— A.L Basham, a leading authority on Indian history
and religion.

“Besides being a man of deep moral strength, humility,
and holiness, he was genuinely renounced. Srila
Prabhupada’s life. . . is the epitome of his ideal, an ideal that he
set forth for others to follow.”— Dr. J. Stillson Judah, Professor
Emeritus, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California.

“His books are significant contributions to the salvation
of mankind.” — Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri, Former Prime
Minister of India.

Srila Prabhupada also instructed that his temples should
distribute free prasadam (sanctified food) to the poor. This
programme is known worldwide as “Food for Life,” and
ISKCON, Bangalore, currently feeds tens of thousands of poor
school children every day with nourishing foodstuffs which
have been first offered to Lord Krishna. All this inspired by
the love and deep compassion of a truly saintly person,
Srila Prabhupada.

* % %
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Model Questions

Fill in the blanks using the appropriate sequence of
words from the options given below:

. In this dark age of those who are wise

come together to chant _____
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
A. Kali, om namo bhagavate vasudevaya

B. Kali, the Hare Krishna maha-mantra

C. Treta, harer nama harer nama

D. Satya, the pranava omkara

Nimai was growing up to be a very clever boy, just as
His grandfather __________ had predicted.

A. Nilambara B. Jagannatha Mishra

C. Keshava Kashmiri D. Bhattacharya

and worship the

Nimai Pandita’s chanting was infectious, and soon the
__________ movement was spreading like wildfire as
He gained thousands of followers.

A. ISKCON B. non-cooperation

C. Hare Krishna D. sankirtana

Nimai Pandita’s first wife was but sadly

she died from __________ at an early age.
A. Lakshmidevi, tuberculosis

B. Vishnupriya-devi, snake bite

C. Lakshmidevi, snake bite

D. Shachidevi, tuberculosis

Those who are self-satisfied and not attracted by the
external material desires are also attracted to the
loving service of ______

A. the country B. one’s family

C. Sri Krishna D. all humankind
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6. On His way back from Vrindavana, Lord Chaitanya
stayed in ____ , which was headed by a
sannyasi named __________

A. Varanasi, Prakashananda Sarasvatl
B. Benares, Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya
C. Gaya, Haridasa Thakura

D. Mathura, Keshava Kashmiri

7. Their Lordships, Jagannatha, Baladeva and
Subhadra, were taken on the carts to the famous
__________ temple, which was first washed from top
to bottom by hundreds of devotees.

A. Jagannatha B. Gundicha
C. ISKCON D. Mayapur

8. Lord Chaitanya could be awakened from His trance
only by the chantmg of the holy names of the Lord by
His ____

A. wife B. father
C. mother D. devotees

9. The news of Nityananda’s injury had reached Nimai
Pandita, who at once hurried to the spot and invoked

His deadly __________
A. vajra weapon B. Sudarshana chakra
C. conch shell D. trident
10. In the night, Keshava Kashmiri had a dream where
the goddess of , , told him

that Nimai Pandita was actually the Supreme Lord,
and that he should surrender to Him.

A. learning, Sarasvati B. fortune, Lakshmidevi
C. strength, Durga D. wealth, Aditi

Il. Answer the following questions by picking the best
choice from the options given below:

11. Who prayed to the Lord to urgently appear on
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earth in the form of Lord Chaitanya, to save
mankind?
A. Nimai Pandita B. Jagannatha Mishra
C. Sri Advaita Acharya D. Nilambara

12. Although we may make lots of money, we will
definitely lose every paisa of it. When would this loss

occur?
A. At death B. When we become old
C. When we marry D. In business

13. Which demigod was worshipped by the neighbouring
girls of Nimai, in the hope of getting good husbands?

A. Indra B. Lord Vishnu
C. Goddess Kali D. Lord Shiva
14. Who is the guru of Lord Chaitanya?
A. Ishvara Puri B. Madhavendra Puri
C. Jagannatha Puri D. Sarasvati

15. Who had appeared in the dream of Chand Kazi and
warned him not to hinder the sankirtana movement?
A. Nimai Pandita B. Lord Shiva
C. Goddess Sarasvati D. Lord Narasimha

16. Who was the close associate of Lord Chaitanya who
was originally born in a Muslim family?
A. Nityananda B. Haridasa Thakura
C. Gadadhara Pandita D. Shrivasa

17. What was Vanamali Ghataka, the brahmana who
arranged Lord Chaitanya’s marriage, in his previous

life?
A. Lord Shiva B. Narada Muni
C. Vishvamitra D. Sudama

18. Who exhibit the highest form of transcendental
worship of Lord Krishna?
A. The gopis of Vrindavana
B. The damsels of the heavenly planets
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C. The devatas
D. The followers of the four Vedas

19. What was the external reason for the appearance of
Lord Krishna on earth, in the form of Lord
Chaitanya?

A. To experience first-hand the love a devotee has for Him.

B. To spread the sankirtana-yajna.

C. To teach the knowledge of the Puranas and Upanishads.

D. To love Himself as Radharani loves Him, and to understand
Radharani’s love for Him.

20. Who made the prophecy of Lord Chaitanya, that His
holy names would spread to every town and village,
come true?

A. Lord Chaitanya Himself

B. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
C. Sri Advaita Acharya
D. Srila Prabhupada

ll. Answer with reference to context:

21. “Why do you kill the cow and the bull? The cow gives
us milk, and the bull ploughs the fields so we can eat,
thus they are like our mother and father. How can
you kill your own mother and father?”

Who spoke these words and to whom?
A. Nimai Pandita to Chand Kazi

B. Lord Chaitanya to Sarvabhauma

C. Prakashananda to Lord Chaitanya

D. Chand Kazi to his Muslim friends

22. “Hearing Vedanta philosophy is a sannyasi’s main
business. Therefore you should take instruction from
a superior person.” Who spoke these words?
A. Lord Chaitanya B. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya
C. Ishvara Puri D. Goddess Sarasvati

23. “Srila Prabhupada’s life... is the epitome of his ideal,
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an ideal that he set forth for others to follow.”
Who spoke these words?

A. A. L. Basham B. Dr. J. Stillson Judah
C. Lal Bahadur Shastri D. Mahatma Gandhi

“If you follow this instruction, your family life at home
will not stop you from making spiritual progress.
Indeed, if you follow My instructions you will never
lose My company, | shall always be with you.”

To whom did Lord Chaitanya speak these words?
A. Shachidevi B. Vishnupriya-devi

C. Kurma brahmana D. Advaita Acharya

“Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is certainly Lord Krishna
Himself. Because | could not understand Him and
was very proud of my own learning, | have committed
many offences.”

Who spoke these words to whom?

A. Keshava Kashmiri to goddess Sarasvati

B. Prakashananda Sarasvati to his disciple

C. Sri Advaita Acharya to himself

D. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya to himself

. Read the following passage and answer the following

questions based on the passage:

On seeing the Deities, Lord Chaitanya was overcome
with transcendental ecstasy and fell down unconscious
on the floor of the temple. The custodians of the temple
could not understand what He was doing, but their chief
priest and most learned pandita knew that His behaviour
was not ordinary. He was also the chief appointed
pandita in the court of the king of Orissa. He had Lord
Chaitanya brought to his home.

He observed the movement of the Lord’s stomach, the
beating of His heart and the breathing of His nostrils.
He held some cotton wool right next to Lord Chaitanya’s
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He also felt the pulse of the Lord and saw that His body
had practically stopped functioning. After all these tests
he realized the Lord’s trance was genuine, and he tried
to revive Him. But Lord Chaitanya could only be treated

in a special way.
26. Where was Lord Chaitanya, when He was overcome
with transcendental ecstasy?
A. Gundicha temple at Puri
B. Ranganatha temple at Srirangam
C. Lord Jagannatha temple at Puri
D. Lord Narasimha temple at Ahovala

27. Who is the “chief priest” mentioned in this passage?
A. Balabhadra Bhattacharya
B. Keshava Kashmiri
C. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya
D. Prakashananda Sarasvati

28. Who was the king of Orissa?
A. Maharaja Prataparudra
B. Maharaja Ranapratapa
C. Emperor Aurangazeb
D. Yashomanta Sena

29. Why did the “chief priest” observe the bodily
movements of Lord Chaitanya?
A. He wanted to check if Lord Chaitanya was alive.
B. He wanted to check if Lord Chaitanya’s spiritual emotions were
pretense.
C. He wanted to insult Lord Chaitanya.
D. He wanted to give instructions to Lord Chaitanya.

30. What was the special way in which Lord Chaitanya
could be treated?
A. By honouring Lord Jagannatha’s mahaprasadam.
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B. By receiving instructions from the “chief priest.”
C. By hearing the chanting of the holy names by His devotees.
D. By splashing water at His feet.

V. Each of the following questions has two sentences
marked | and Il. Mark A if | alone is TRUE. Mark B if Il alone
is TRUE. Mark C if both | and Il are TRUE. Mark D if both |
and Il are FALSE:

31. |. The Supreme Personality of Godhead appears

in this age in His red form.
[I. The Supreme Personality of Godhead appears in
this age to establish sankirtana.

32. |. Baby Nimai was born under a banyan tree.
Il. Baby Nimai’s grandfather was an astrologer
named Nilambara.

33. |. Nimai Pandita visited Gaya where He took
initiation from His guru.
[I. Nimai Pandita’s guru gave Him a verse from the
Brahma-vaivarta Purana to learn.

34. 1. In this age no one can say that he is free from
fault.

II. Lord Chaitanya accepts all kinds of persons
on the one condition that they promise not to
indulge in bad habits after being spiritually
initiated by the bona fide spiritual master.

35. |. Nimai Pandita accepted the sannyasa order from a
sannyasi called Keshava Kashmiri.
Il. After His initiation, Lord Chaitanya attracted the
attention of all those who had previously evaded
Him.
VI. Which ONE of the following personalities would be best
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described by the given sentence?

36. He had a golden complexion, wore saffron robes,
had His beautiful black hair shaved off and held a
sannyasi danda.

A. Lord Nityananda B. Lord Chaitanya
C. Lord Krishna D. Keshava Pandita

37. Lord Chaitanya appeared before him first as four
handed Narayana and then again as two-handed
Lord Krishna holding a flute.

A. Sri Advaita Acharya

B. Balabhadra Bhattacharya
C. Sarvabhuama Bhattacharya
D. Keshava Bharati

38. He witnessed the wild animals of the forest dance
while chanting the holy names of the Lord.
A. Balabhadra Bhattacharya
B. Haridasa Thakura
C. Nityananda Prabhu
D. Nilambara

39. The greatest devotee of Lord Krishna.
A. Srimati Radharani
B. Goddess Sarasvati
C. Goddess of fortune
D. Mother Yashoda

40. He wrote and published over seventy volumes of
books, tens of millions of which have been distributed
throughout the world.

A. Lord Chaitanya

B. Srila Prabhupada

C. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
D. Srila Vyasadeva
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VIl. Match the following:
Q.No.|Question Choice

41, [Gauranga. A Sankirtana.

42, |Congregational chanting

of the holy names. B. Srila Prabhupada.

43. |He accepted sannyasa in 1959. C. Karatalas.

44. |Hand cymbals. D. Lord Chaitanya.

VIII. Which of the following options would best define the
word given below?

45. Chatushpathi
A. Clay drums played during sankirtana.
B. Village school conducted by a learned brahmana.
C. An area in West Bengal.
D. The title awarded to the chief priest of Lord Jagannatha’s temple
at Puri.

46. Yuga-dharma
A. The best way of making spiritual advancement in a particular age.
B. The instructions of the four Vedas.

C. The principle of nonviolence or ahimsa.
D. The iron age of Kali-yuga.

IX. Complete the following sentences with the most

appropriate option:

47. All of Navadvipa was surcharged with Nimai
Pandita’s sankirtana movement, and His
headquarters was situated at
A. Jagannatha Puri.

B. the house of Shrivasa Thakura and Sri Advaita Prabhu.
C. East Bengal.
D. his father's residence.

48. They had not realized that their son was actually



Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

o OO TeoD

79

Krishna, and the cobra was His
A. servant Vasuki, the king of serpents.
B. most dear devotee, Srimati Radharani.
C. brother Balarama in the form of Ananta Shesha.
D. greatest enemy, the king of the demons.

49. The sixteen names of the Lord, as in the Hare
Krishna maha-mantra, are described as the yuga-
dharma in many ancient scriptures like
A. the Bible and Koran.

B. the four Vedas.
C. the scriptures of the Zoroastrians.
D. the Puranas and Upanishads.

X. Write the complete Hare Krishna maha-mantra in the
space provided in your answer sheet.
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